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For the Christian Journa!. 


Conversations of a Minister with a 
Parishioner, on Baptismal Regene- 
ration. 


ConversATION TY. 


Minister. ‘This interview is at my 
request, and for the purpose of stating 
to you what I conceive to be the con- 
sequences of the opinion which you 
have adopted. [shall not follow the 
example set me on the other side, of af- 
firming the consequences to be held by 
any who reject or do not avow them. 
You will remember my complaining, 
that onr opponents put words into our 
mouths which we do not use, but ut- 
terly disavow. For instance, Ihave 
read sermons, written and printed, to 
disprove that baptism, administered to 
a ‘Turk, or to a Jew, or to a hypocriti- 
cal professor of Christianity, effects his 
regeneration ; and the same I have read 
cited in various books as held by those 
who plead for baptismal regeneration : 
although I could never find proof of its 
having been expressed by any person. 
But while I shall avoid retaliation in 
this matter; and shall not charge, as if 


held, what I believe to be merely the- 


legitimate consequences of opinion; I 
cannot but know, that they have their ef- 
fects on the minds of many, who reason 
more conclusively than the disputants. 

Parishioner. Your purpose is agree- 
able to the dictates of candour; and,I 
hope, will be persevered in. 

Minister. The first consequence 
which I mention, is advantage given to 
the Roman Catholic cause. For, if so 
material a corruption of Christianity 
as our opinion is supposed to be, ori- 
ginated immediately after the age of 
the Apostles, and continued through 
the ages of the Martyrs; we have no 
xeason to quote the primitive Fathers, 
in opposition to the pretended tradi- 
tions of the Church of Rome. 

Vor. VE 


Parishioner. Our Church considers 
sacred Scripture as the only rule of 
faith. 

Minister. 
preting Scripture, she takes in moral 
evidence, from whatever quarter it may 
come; and, to this effect, cites the Fa- 
thers in her articles, and often in her 
homilies. Before the Reformation, at 
that period, and for some time after, 
the Roman Catholic writers laid great 
stress on some works, which, by the 
diligence of learned men of the Pro- 
testant churches, are proved to be for- 
geries; and are given up as such, by 
the more ingenuous of the Roman 
Catholics themselves. Those learned 
Protestants might have spared their 
pains, if so little account is to be made 
of their labours. As the matter new 
stands between the Roman Catholics 
and us, besides denying tradition to be 
a rule of faith, we urge that even this 
fails them, if we require it from the 
beginning. We ought to surrender 
this advantage, if your opinion be cor- 
rect. Another consequence, is the ad- 
vantage yielded to the Arian and the 
Socinian theories. 

Parishioner. We can disprove 
them by express texts of Scripture. 

Minister. I think we can; but you 
are no stranger to the ingenuity which 


_has been displayed in educing other 


senses from the texts. I would not su- 
persede, but strengthen them, by testi- 
monies of the acknowledgment of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, with pro- 
perties of Deity. For that inso many 
churches, spread ever so many parts of 
the world, a religion, of which a pro- 
minent object was the downfal of ido- 
latry, should have become idolatrous, 
and that without noise, so soon after 
the decease of its first promulgers, is 
not reconcileable with what we know 
of human nature. Another conse- 
quence, is the lowering of our estimate 
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of the piety of those early times; how- 
ever prodigious the army of their Mar- 
tyrs, and however splendid the accounts 
which have come down to us of their 
beneficence. 

Parishioner. They may have erred 
in this matter, without the forfeiture of 
their Christian character. 

Minister. Permit me to remind you 
again, that our opinion is described, as 
in contrariety to whatever is spiritual 
in religion. It is said to be hostile to 
vital godliness; to be attached to 
merely formal profession and practice ; 
and, under other terms, equally censori- 
ous. I do not see, how the like censure 
can consistently be withheld from seve- 
ral of the most distinguished Fathers of 
the first three centuries. To goa lit- 
tle below the age of Martyrs, we find 
the same opinion and in the same lan- 
guage in such men as Chrysostom and 
Austin. lespecially wonder, how our 
opponents get over the case of the last 
mentioned father. Having introduced 
into the Church tenets, which, accord- 
ing to the Coniession ef Calvin, had not 
been taught by the Fathers before him, 
and seeing this point of the baptismal 
regeneration of infants to bein his way, 
but not ver turing to set himself in op- 
position to the declared and universal 
sense of Christendom, he invented the 
distinction of attributing to their bap- 
tism all grace, except that of persever- 
ance. And next, there is the censure 
which the opinion passes on all the 
churches of the Reformation. 

Parishioner. Ihave not informed 
myself minutely on the subject of di- 
versity among Protestants at that pe- 
riod, but can say confidently, that of 
the Protestant denominations around 
us, I converse with none of the mem- 
bers who hold your opinion, except of 
the church to which you and I belong. 

Minister. ‘That may be; and yet 
the confessions of the Reformation re- 
main, and may be appealed to. It 
seems to me the detracting materially 
from the merits of that great event, if 
we so far impeach the piety of the 
principal agents in it, as to say, that 
they overlooked.a material corruption 
introduced by Popery, and such as af- 
fects the vitals of religion. But I pass 
to consequences of a different kind ; 
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particularly, its consigning either to an- 
nihilation or to damnation, of all who 
are taken from life in infancy. 

Parishioner. I pray your exeuse 
from this opprobrium. I believe, that 
all infants are saved; those who die 
being first regenerated. 

Minister. Ido not doubt what you 
say of your belief; but ascribe it to 
your wishes, counteracting your theory. 
According to your notion of regenera- 
tion wrought on infants; whether it be 
on elect infants, as is said by some, or 
on all who die, as is said by you; I 
know of no passage of Scripture, which 
has even been offered in proof of such 
a change. 

Parishioner. I repeat, that I be- 
lieve they are all saved. ‘The Church 
ef England prenounces it only of the 
baptized; and is so far less charitable 
than I could have wished. 

Minister. Pecause she rests it in 
regard to them, on the word of God; 
which would have been unauthorized in 
her, were it not conformable to her 
doctrine of baptismal regeneration. 
Other infants she leaves to his uncove- 
nanted mercies: and he isnot “a hard 
Master, who reaps where he has not 
sown, and gathers where he has not 
strawed.” Whatever may be conceded 
by you, or by others, from your and 
their benevolence, Lam mistaken, if 
the severer aspect of your theory has 
not a more legitimate operation on 
some minds. Many years ago, a pious 
and exemplary lady, the mother of 
young children, told me, that considey- 
ing the temptations they would en- 
counter in the world, she could recon- 
eile herself to the loss of them, were 
she sure they would go to a place of 
blessedness. And I know a man, a 
high professor of religion, who, coming 
out of a grave-yard with another man, 
an attendant with him on a funeral, re- 
marked, with no little appearance of 
sadness, that it would take a burden 
from his mind, could he be assured, 
that his infants, deposited in that yard. 
had died in the Lord. It would be an 
alleviation of the bitterness of this con- 
sequence, if the theory were not a dis- 
couragement of the pious education of 
children. 


Parishioner. Why so? Although 





i wee 











use 
nat 
die 


to 
ry. 
Tra- 
be 
or 


ich 
ich 


be- 
rch 
the 
ble 


in 
ad 5 
lin 
11 
on. 
Ve- 
rd 
not 
10t 
led 
nd 
aif 
las 
on 
US 

of 
er- 
on- 
n- 


re 


in. 








July, 1822.]} 


it is contended that regeneration is the 
work of the Spirit of God, this does 
not dispense with the use of means. 
Minister. Ibelieve it to be the work 
of God, in the sense defined by our 
10th article; which speaks of his grace 
“ preventing,” or going before, “ that 
we may have a good will, and working 
with us, when we have a good will.” 
This is a distinction, against which 
Calvin decides positively. And the 
spirit of what he taught concerning ir- 
resistible grace, is discernible ia the 
creeds of many who do net profess to 
follow him. They say, that we na- 
turally hate God, and goodness, and 
good men. Under this impression, I 
do not wonder, if they deem lightly of 
moral suasion and of ordinary means ; 
and if they remit the work to the hoped 
for agency of the Holy Spirit, accord- 
ing to the aforesaid idea of his opera- 
tion. Neither is it surprising, that the 
error of the rejection of infant bap- 
tism should be so extensive. ‘This I 
mention as another consequence. 
Parishioner. It ought to have been 
prevented, by a comparison of the law 
with the confessedly more beneficent 
Spirit of the Gospel; which, on the 
ground taken by that people, is less 
gracious than the other: children hav- 
ing been comprehended within the pale. 
Minister. This is a weighty argu- 
ment against them. But we find the 
promise to Abraham, of being a God 
to him and to his seed after him: of 
which promise circumcision was the 
seal, identifying the ordinance with 


the performance of the promise.— 


Therefore, if, under the Gospel, chil- 
drenare brought into the visible Church 
only, [see not why baptism may not 
be deferred, until the benefit may com- 
mence 3 and might be easily brought to 
believe, that Divine Wisdom had not 
made a ministerial application which 
signifies nothiag at the time, and may 
not signify any thing in future. But i 
adverted to this point in our first con- 
versation, and shall only add, concern- 
ing those whom I have known to join 
the deniers of infant baptism from 
other societies, that they had been pre- 
viously taught to sever the sign from 
the immediate possession of the thing 
signified. We will go to another con- 
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sequence—the case of a former infant, 
now at an age proper for the receptiou 
of the holy communion. Your theory 
has an important result in this parti- 
cular. 

Parishioner. 1 do not perceive a 
connexion between the two subjects. 

Minisier. Tiere is an intimate con- 
nexion. Qn the ground taken by our 
Church such a person, sufliciently in- 
structed, and there being no known 
hindrance in his lite and conversation, 
and having submitted to the ordinance 
of confirmation, comes as a matter of 
right to the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper; and the minister repelling him 
would be disorderly. But on the 
ground taker by yeur informants, his 
regeneration or conversion should. be 
previously inquired into and judged of. 
{ have no doubt, that the system is re- 
laxed in practice; so that a young man 
or a young woman, trained in the prac- 
tice of religious duties, and manifesting 
the power of religion over the con- 
science and the affections, is admitted 
on the supposition of a conversion, of 
which the successive steps cannot be 
distinctly traced ; and which, I think, 
may be called constructive. But in the 
mean time be aware, how much it sub- 
mits to the private opinion, to the dis- 
cretion, and to the impartiality of ever 
pastor. Although decidedly Episco- 
palian, am opposed to such power in 
Bishops, as cannot be regulated by ec- 
clesiastical laws; but disapprove more 
the making of a sort of Pope of every 
pastor of a congregation; who, if sc 
disposed, may make as bad a use of his 
power, as was ever made of the Roman 
Catholic sacrament of confession. We 
know that on our plan, a formalist, or 
even a hypocrite may obtrude on the 
communion; but we think, that the 
proper check to this is pastoral instruc- 
tion; and not the vesting of the pastor 
with a power, which may be either 
abused by him, or evaded by a crafty 
member of his flock. The list of the 
evils of your theory does not stop here, 
but places conversion too much in the 
agitation of the animal frame, and the 
unequal excitement of Its sensibilities, 

Parishioner. Lam not one of those 
who place the Christian character ir 
operations of that sort. 
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Minister. I believe you are not; 
but I have known many, who, like 
you, would plead for the fruits of the 
spirit in the heart and in the life; yet 
find it difficult to believe, that there i is 
a distribution of the Christian charac- 
ter, in any who have occasionally re- 
turns ef the sensibilities referred to. 
There have come under my observa- 
tion, instances of those who have 
lived and died in sin, not without such 
returns, [ have known them excited, 
by excess in the use of ardent spirits. 
These extremes out of the question, 
they have been seen by me in alliance 
with exterior morals and a visible pro- 
fession, dishonoured by unsocial and 
even by malignant tempers; while the 
root of the matter has been thought 
to be not wanting, by persons of a 
higher grade of character ; all ow- 
ing to a leaning towards similarity 
in the complexion of devotion. The 
extravagancies referred to, are not the 
only errors considered by me as in al- 
liance with the rejection of baptismal 
regeneration. ‘There is a closer con- 
nexion of it with the Calvinistic sys- 
tem. 

Parishioner. You are aware, that 
Calvinism is the favourite view of 
Christianity with many excellent and 
able persons; and that they aflirm it 
to be the doctrine of our Church. 

Minisier. Lacknowledge the worth 
am the talents of many of its profess- 

; but as to its being the doctrine of 
our © Chureh, its intrusion into our pale 
is conspicuous in varicus ways; and, 
among them, in its having been the 
cause of the decrease of the estimation 
of the scriptural and primitive view of 
the ordinance of baptism. The two 
doctrines may be compared to the 
struggling of Zarah and Phares in the 
womb of Tamar. In some minds, the 
vounger has taken the place of the el- 
der; which, however, it is to be hoped, 
will always claim its birth-right. After 
that St. Austin had laid what subse- 
quently proved the foundation of Cal- 
vinism ; and although his system was 
much cultivated by some orders © of 
Monks; the two theories, however dis- 
eordant, were professed together. Per- 
haps it would have so continued to the 
present time, had there not been per- 


ceived the inconsistency between the 
doctrine of baptismal regeneration, and 
that of the final perseverance of the 
saints. In my conscience, I think, 
that there is no foundation in Serip- 
ture for the latter, and for the points 
connected with it: and this is with me 
an additional argument, for sustaining 
what has been delivered to us under 
the former head, from the earliest ages 
of the Church, through the channel of 
the Church of England. But it is time 
to draw towards a conclusion: which 
shall be preceded by the consequence, 
that you have fallen into something 
like the error which you attributed to 
me in the beginning—the “ Opus opera- 
tum.” Itold you, that I had nota 
clear idea of a physical quality stamped 
on the soul; which we consider as an 
immaterial substance; and not capa- 
ble of a quality, which would seem 
from the name to belong to matter. 
You approximate to this, when you 
conceive of a moral change wrought on 
dying infants. In regard to the state 
they are to be taken from, and that to 
which they are to be transferred, they 
have neither intelligence nor volition; 
and, therefore, I do not perceive how 
the change can take place. I know 
not, whether the same notion may not 
have produced what I have been cre- 
dibly informed of in some, who have 
hoped of deceased friends after their 
having led ill lives, that they may have 
been regenerated in the extremity of 
disease, and when there were no re- 
mains of reason or of consciousness. 
These are human imaginations, for 
which I have not heard of any pretence 
from Scripture. 

Parishioner. As you intimate a 
speedy conclusion, | must first express 
to you the impression which has been 
on my mind all along, that your opi- 
nion is hostile to the scriptural doctrine 
of original sin. 

Minister. 1 protest against being so 
understood. Its contrariety to the im- 
putation of 4he sin of Adam, so as tc 
Jay all mankind under the sentence of 
damnation on that account, I confess. 
But the diseases, the w eaknesses, and 
the wants of the body, and the other 
accompaniments of its destination to 
death, have produced a deterioration of 
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soul. We retain the original proper- 
ties of our material and of our imma- 
terial substance; which are virtuous or 
vicious, according to the direction 
given to them, and according to the de- 
grees of their excitements. The pro- 
per direction and measure, can only be 
under the operation of Divine Grace. 
To begin with two of the appetites— 
hunger and thirst: they have in them 
nothing of moral evil; but without due 
government, produce an immensity of 
it. Anger is an innocent and useful 
property—for St. Paul has said, “ be 
ve angry and sin not”—but in its mis- 
direction and excess, exceedingly sin- 
ful. Desire is the same property of 
our being, whether it be of those plea- 
sures which are at God’s right hand for 
ever, or grovel on the world, in pursuit 
of its unsatisfying enjoyments. And 
aversion is the same property, when it 
causes us to turn away with disgust ei- 
ther from the contemplation of the 
adorable perfections of the Creator, or 
from what is poured out in blasphemy 
against them. Love and hatred, joy 
and sorrow, and every other affection, 
might be a subject of the same re- 
mark. Under the direction of Divine 
Grace, they are “ a renewing after the 
image of him who created us ;”” and in- 
dependently on that control, they take 
such a direction as likens us to beasts 
of prey, and, perhaps, to spirits of 
darkness. | 

It is time to finish. I think that all 
the necessary topics have passed under 
review. There has been no endeavour 
to draw from you either conviction of 
the truth of my doctrine, or rejection 
of it; because, in each case, it should 
he the result of mature consideration. 
‘That you have misunderstood it in 
some particulars, you have voluntarily 
declared ; which gives me hopes as to 
the issue. 

Parishioner. You are right, Sir, as 
to my more favourable estimate of your 
opinion, than when we begun; and I 
act on the maxim which you have sug- 
gested, of consideration requiring 
time. In whatever it may end, I shall 
retain a sense of your kind endeavours 
to instruct me: and with this I take my 
leave, 


Ww. W. 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Thirty- 
fourth Annual Convention of the Diaces- 
of South-Carelina, held in’ St. Michaels 
Church, Charleston, from the 13th to the 
16th of February, inclusive, 1322. 


The Convention was composed of the Right 
Rev. Bishop Bowen, 11 Preshyters, 6 Deacons, 
and 39 Lay Delegates, representing 21 parishes. 

It was opened with Morning Prayer, con- 
ducted by the Rev. Moaurice H. Lance, Reetor 
of Prince George’s, Winyaw; «sermon bv the 
Rev. Allston Gibbes, Assistant Minister of St. 
Philip’s Chureh, Charleston; and the aminis- 
tration of the holy communion by the Bishop, 
assisted by the Rev. Milward Pogson, Rector 
of St. James’s, Goose Creek. 

The Rev. Frederick Daicho, M. D. was 
elected Secretary and Treasurer. 

A letter was read from the vestry and wor- 
dens of St. Mark’s Chureh, Manchester, Sum- 
ter district, stating the organization of their 
church, in conformity with the constitution and 
canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church, re- 
questing to be recognized by the Bishop, and 
received by the Convention into union with 
their body. 

Whereupon it was, on motion, resolved, 
that the church of St. Maurk’s, Manchester, be 
received into this Convention. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr, Hanckell, the 
thanks of the Convention were presented to the 
Rev. Mr. Gibbes, for his exeeilent and appro- 
priate discourse, delivered before them this day. 

Conformably tothe 45th canon of the Gene- 
ral Convention, “ providing for an acenuvrate 
view of the state of the Chureh,” the Right 
Rev. Bishop Bowen delivered the following ad- 
dress :— 

My Brethren of the Clerey, 
and of the Laity, 

Tt has afforded great solace to the affliction, 
under which it has pleased God that] should 
labour, during so large a portion of the year 
which has elapsed, since we last met exch other 
here, that I have, in no period of it, been ren- 
dered entirely unable to discharge the duties 
appertaining to the relation in which f am re- 
quired at present to address you. Indeed, the 
Divine Goodness, which, in all periods ot the 
infirmity with which | have been visited, still 
enabled me to attend to almost every demand 
of diovesan duty which occurred, claims my 
utmost gratitude. 

Under circumstances which imperiously re- 
quired it, 1 was absent during pari of the sum- 
mer from the diocess. A journey, however, 
in the prosecution of the main object of such 
absence, through the north-western extremity 
of the state, was made to me the happy ocea- 
sion of fulfilling a duty, to which engagements 
ot a stronger claim and more immediate ur- 
gency, had before put it out of my power to at- 
tend. Linean that of visiting congregations, 
which, by the means of the Society tor the Ad- 
vancement of Christianity in South-Caroline, 
had been formed in the distriets of Pendleton 
and Greenville. I found there the Society’s 


Missionary, the Rev. Mr. Dickinson, who by 
mPpontment of each of the congregations, has 
become the minister of both, taitifully per- 
forming the laborious duties of his station, At 
Pendleton, measures have been taken towards 
the erection of a church; # Sunday school has 
been instituted, and there is reason to hope, 
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that the seed sown in a seemingly unfriendly 
soil, will spring up and flourish to the divine 
glory, through that sound and wholesome edi- 
fication of the people, which will manifest its 
influence in an ameliorated moral aspect of so- 
ciety ‘ 

Besides these plices, [have visited offeially, 
Trinity Chureh, Columbia; Claremont Church, 
Statebarg; St. Mark’s, Carendon; and St. 
Stephen’s, Vineville. At these churches, with 
the exception of that at Claremont, T adminis- 
tered confirmation. This rite was administered 
also st Pendleton. [no St. Mark’s parish, Claren- 
don, the new building, provided by the libera- 
lity of a few individuals, in lieu of the parish 
church, which was destroyed in the Revolu- 
tionary War, and near its site, was consecrated 
tothe worship of Almighty God, according to 
the form and usage of our Church; and the 
Rev J.W.Chanler, under whose faithful and 
useful ministry, partly as a missionary of the 
society, the parish, within the last year and a 
half, had become reinstated in the enjoyment 
of divine worship, was admitted by me tothe 
holy order of Priests; the Rev. Mr. Delevaux, 
of St. Matthew’s parish, and the Rev. Mr. 
Folker, of Columbia, being present and assist- 
ing me in both solemnities. It is highly grate- 
ful to me, to have it in my power to state also, 
that exertions made by the Rev. Mr. Chanler, 
to form a congregation in the village of Man- 
chester, distant about 14 miles from his parish 
church, have been so far successful, as that 
vestrymen and wardens have been elected ata 
meeting held for the purpose, who have regu- 
Jarly invited Mr. Chanter to hold service, us 
their minister, under suitable temporary ar- 
vangements. It is hoped that a place of wer- 
ship, proper to the congregation thus formed, 
will not long be wanting. 

No other ordination has been held in this dio- 
eess within the year 

Mr. Thomes H. Taylor, who was reported 
last year as a candidate for orders, was, in No- 
vember last, ordaine:! a Deacon, in Philadel- 
phis, by virtue of letters dimissory from this 
diocess. 

Five persons have been received as candi- 
dates for holy orders, viz. Paul Trapier Keith, 
Francis !lager Rutledge, Mellish J. Motte, 
William P. Coffin, and Benjamin Huger Flem- 
tning. ‘These, together with some reported at 
prior Conventions, make the whole number of 
candidates at present belonging to the diocess 
to be seven. 

Since the last Convention, the church at 
Claremont has unhappily become destitute of a 
minister; the Rev. Mr. Adams, who had so 
sutisfaetorily served it, having resigned the 
eharge, and returned to the diceess of New- 
York. Since the month of July last, divine 
service has been performed in that church by a 
«andidate for orders, regularly licensed by me, 
to officiate for a season as a lay reader. It has 
berm painful to me, in an extreme degree, to 
be called, since our last meeting, to record the 
removal from this diocess of the Rev. Mr. 
John B. Campbell. Lt have mourned with the 
ehurch, which he had served, wich much abi- 
lity and faithfulness, the afflicting change of 
their condition; and am earnesily desirous of 
assisting, to some happy issue, exertions hi- 


>) 


therto made by them, without success, to sup- 
ply themselves with the offices of a stated mi- 
nistry. Lhe only other church which has be- 
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come vacant in the course of the year, is that 
of St. Mark’s, Williamsburgh: the Rev. Mr. 
Chanler, who had served that, in conjunction 
with St. Mark’s, Clarendon, having found him- 
self unable to continue his services to congre- 
tions so widely separated. 

The Rev. Mr. Anthon, whose services were 
discontinued at St. Bartholomew’s in May last, 
has been followed in the same field of labour 
by the Rev. Mr. Andrews, of Connecticut. 

Under a resolution of the board of trustees 
of the Society for the Advancement of Christi- 
anity in South-Carolina, placing sandry sums at 
my discretionary disposal for missionary pur- 
poses, the Rev. Mr. Mitchell, a Deacon of this 
dliocess, was appointed by me, in the spring of 
the last year, to officiate for a few weeks in the 
vacaut churches of St. James’s parish, Santee. 
This has resulted in Mr. Mitcheil’s being in- 
vited by the vestry of that parish to become 
its minister. Under the same provision of the 
trustees of thesame excellent society, the Rev. 
Mr. Vanpelt, of Pennsylvania, was, inn Novem- 
ber last, appointed to a yery short mission in 
St. Luke’s parish and places adjacent. This 
mission has given place to an appointment of 
Mr. Vanpelt, by the vestry of St. Luke’s, to 
officiate there until the summer. It is desir- 
able that some more permanent engagements 
should be entered into between himself and 
the members of our Chureh in that part of the 
diosess, ‘The Rev. Mr. Jaylor, mentioned 
above, as recently admitted to Deacons’ orders, 
having been appointed, in conformity with the 
13th canon of the General Convention, to offi- 
ciate at the chapel near North Santee Ferry, 
has been engaged by the proprietors of that 
chapel to serve them until the first Sunday in 
June. 

The receiving of the new congregation of 
Manchester into the Convention, by their dele- 
gates, reminds me again to suggest for your 
consideration, the importance of instituting 
some regular uniform mode of receiving 
churches newly organized into our diocesan 
association. At the opening of the Conven- 
tion of the last year, three eongregations, as re- 
cently formed, claimed to be received by their 
delegates as members of this body. It was ap- 
prehended that one of them at least had an ex- 
istence ofa very frail and uncertain nature, and 
the apprehension then entertained has been 
justified by the subsequent dissolution of the 
little manufacturing community of the South- 
Carolina Armory, of which it was composed, 
and the discontinuance of all public religious 
service there, since the month of June last. 
And yet, a delegation from this church, last 
year so ealled, being admitted to an equal par- 
ticipation with that of every other church in ail 
the business of the Convention, might havede- 
cided by its vote questions, in the estimation of 
some at least who had engaged in their discus- 
sion, deeply interesting to the Church. 

1 would take occasion also, at present, to sug- 
gest for your consideration, whether it be not 
expedient to institute some rule, by which pro- 
vision may be had, against receiving as mem- 
bers of this body, persons, not in any sense 
members of the particular congregations or 
corporations which they are appointed to re- 
present. fam the less reluctant to make this 
suggestion, and am persuaded there will be less 
reluctance on your part, to act upon the sub- 
ject to which it relates at present, in conse- 
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quence of there being now no members of the 
Convention coming under the ease in contem- 
plation, who are not so eminently beyond the 
reach of question, as to their fitness to be so, 
that it is impossible it should be supposed to be 
founded in objection to any individual instances 
of the species of representation referred to. 
Indeed, | am not aware of any instance, in 
which the practice alluded to has hitherto been 
productive of evil, or led to the use of the pri- 
vileges of membership of this Convention, in 
any degree injurious or offensive. Yet the er- 
ror is so important of demanding the sense of 
any congregation at a distance, at the mouth of 
persons, not only totally unconnected with 
them, and unaequainted with their sentiments 
and character, but even, perhaps, already, un- 
der the influence of some local bias of associa- 
tion or vicinity, that it will perhaps appear to 
you proper to putit wholly away, while nocir- 
cumstances exist, which ean possibly involve 
any personal sensibilities, and before the evil, 
which it is calculated to produce, shall urgently 
require, whether personal feelings are affected 
by the measure or not, the institution of some 
effectual preventive of its increasing prevalence. 

A special meeting of the General Conven- 
tion having been held within the year, it may 
be proper to advert to the object of that meet- 
ing. By the last will and testament of the late 
Jacob Sherred, Esq. of New-York, it appeared 
that he had, in the fulness of his love for the 
Chureh, of which, uutil an advanced period of 
life, he had been a pious and exemplary mem- 
ber, bequeathed to it a lurge residuary estate, 
for the purposes of education for its ministry. 
A question of right having been raised on the 
seemingly dubious terms of the elanse of the 
will, containing this bequest, between the ge- 
neral seminary pliced by the General Conven- 
tion at New-Haven, and the diocesan seminary 
of New-York, it appeared, to a majority of 
those to whom, according to the Canons, the 
power of calling special meetings of the Gene- 
ral Convention is committed, expedient that a 
meeting should be called, tor the purpose of 
adopting some measures which might tend to 
the harmonious adjustment of conflicting 
claims; and put away, as speedily as possible, 
the obstacle which their existence had ereated, 
in the way of the sufficiently active progress of 
the design of either of the institutions, to its 
completion. ‘The result has been most happy 
and honourable for the Church. The Bishop 
and the delegation of the Church in New-York, 
Loth clerieal and lay, met the question of the 
right of that diocess to the exclusive enjoyment 
of Mr. Sherred’s bounty, with a spirit of kind- 
ness and coneiliation which soon brought it to 
issue ina compromise, by which, on condition 
ef the remoyal of the General Seminary from 
New-Haven to New-York, the property be- 
queathed becomes appropriated wholly vo iés 
objects; and the State Seminary of New-York, 
becoming merged in it, the funds of that in- 
stitution, with all their promise of abundance, 
are thrown into the treasury of the General 
Convention’s seminary. This happy arrange- 
ment being made, the General Seminary will 
immediately go into operation in the city of 
New-York, and a branch of it be settled at 
Geneva, in the same state, with well qualified 
professors devoted to the objects of their ap- 
pomtment, under circumstances admitting of a 
Ferv inadequate compensation of their lahours, 


Bishop Bowen’s Address. 199 


but with a zeal whieh, for the present, at least, 
throws this into the scale of minor considera- 
tions. The friends of the Church, solicitous 
for her honour, must rejoiec. in the auspicious 
aspect which the great interest of education for 
its ministry has now assumed: and no mem- 
ber of it will be indifferent to the claim which 
is preferred for his assistance in carrying the 
object into complete effect. The means already 
possessed, you must be aware, are but the 
foundation (the whole fund of the seminary not 
amounting as yet to as much as was given by 
one individual towards the endowment of the 
Independents’ theological seminary at Andover) 
on which a superstructure remains to be reared, 
by means of contributions from the members 


of our Church ip every part of the Union. Tt + 


is true, that the calls on their beneficence are 
numerous and frequent; but are they all of a 
character which gives them a reasonable claim 
tothe compliance which they in general so in- 
discriminately mect with ? 

My Brethren, this interrogatory is suggested 
by that seemingly inconsiderate habit of giving, 
which, too little attentive to the nature of claims 
preterred, gives alike to all, and thus, too little, 
to that, which on consideration might be felt, 
most consistently, to demand our concern, Let 
me earnestly entreat, that | may not be thought 
to imagine myself possessed of any authority 
here, to dictate or direct the disposal of your 
religious munificence. Let me, however, be 
permitted to speak at the same time, the deep 
sense I entertain of the duty whieh appertains 
to me in this place, to suggestand advise, what- 
ever may seem to me needful for the welfare 
and honour of the Church, whose interests are 
made, by the peculiar nature of my ministry, 
my roost anxious care. }t is under this impres- 
sion of duty that, in the spirit of affection and 
respect, I would beseech my Brethren to lay 
seriously to heart the necessities of their own 
Church ; and, by a sessonable discrimination 
and reserve in favour of them, endeavour to 
place this Church on a footing of some compa- 
rative advantage with others, rendered by the 
constant liberality and persevering zeal of ther 
members, eminently prosperous. It is the 
glory of the Lord, in the diffusion of sound 
Christianity, with all its salutary influences 
upon the spiritual, moral, and even temporal 
state and character ef men, that we are mainly 
to consult, in our munificence, with respect to 
religious purposes and institutions ; and it surely 
is incumbent on us to exercise it, under the 
control of some well digested persuasion of 
oar ewn minds, as to what is useful, good, and 
true. 

Permit me to avail myself of this opportu- 
nity of addressing myself generally to those te 
whom, in the diocesan capacity, I stand re- 
lated, to recommend to their adoption, some 
means of having religious intelligence, and 
other matter proper to a religious periodical 
publication, conveyed to them in some work ef 
this deseription, proceeding on the principles 
of their own persuasion, and conformable to 
their own religious views and feelings. ‘There 
is always much, relating to the interests and 
operations of our own communion, which we 
eannot expect to find, except in works of this 
sort, conducted under the hands of members 
of our own household of faith. ‘That some such 
publication locally adapted should be set on foot 
in this city is much to be desired. In the hon 
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that such atask, justly, in its right execution, 
considered an arduous one, will ere long be un- 
dertaken, I feel it to be consistent with my 
duty to mention, as, in the mean time, worthy 
ef jour encouragement and use, the Gospel 
Advocate, edited in a spirit of evangelical 
piety, and with great ability, at Boston, and 
the Christian Journal, edited at New-York. 
"Lhis last must become more snd more inter- 
esting and uscful, in consequence of its being 
published amidst the faculty and students of our 
sehunarv. 

My Brethren, in bringing this address to a 
close, 1 eennot but ask you to join me in the 
miulvence of grateful emotion towards him 
“who is Head over all things to his Chureh,” 
in tht, notwithstanding some discouregement 
trom cireumstances too obvious to require to 
be mentioned, the condition of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in this portion of it, is evi- 
deutly, o1 the whole, stili progressively improv- 
jug. Although, «as has been reported to you, 
some iniportant stetions of our ministry are at 
present undecupied, and although we are in 
want of ministers for some scenes of missionary 
service, which the Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity is desivous to provide with 
it, yet the number of places now statedly sup- 
plied by us with the offices and ordinances of 
the Lord’s house, in this state, is greater than 
at any period since it was originally settled by 
Christin people. It is a circumstance, too, 
well eniculated to affect me as an elder brother, 

vith cmotious not easily expressed, that while 
im Most instances our churches are, supplied 
with aninisters stafediy serving them, there is 
nO instance, within my knowledge, in which 
the duties of their ministry are not performed 
with faithfulness. Tsee, indeed, my Brethren 
of the Clergy, whol trust are by this time we'll 
enough secured by their acquaintance with me, 
agamst “ny suspicion of my using either to 
them, or concerning them, any words of flat- 
tery, oceupicd in many mstances, amidst much 
dauger, inseparable, in some seasons, from the 
pcculior character of our climate; Il see them 
wu these circumstances, »s well as often amidst 
utich privation as to the comforts and accom- 
suodations of life, with cheerful patience and 
ussiduity, endeavouring to Culfd their sacred ob- 
livations; anxious, mainly, that their people 
should “ éake wo hurt or lindrance by reason 
of ther negligence.” Can I, then, forbear 
afectionately to urge upon ny Brethren of the 
Laity, the claim which their ministers so rea- 
sovably, nay, which they religiously have (for 
t isin the Lora’s word that itis founded) to be 
cucouraged and strengthened in their work, by 
the confidence and Kindness of those to whom 
they minister, their acquiescence in their pas- 
toral counsel, snd that due provision fur the 
«omtortable subsistence of themselves and 
their families, without which their case, tem- 
porally cousidered, is, almost of all men’s, the 
most miserable. 

i will detain you trom the business of the 
Convention no longer than until l have again 
expressed to my Brethren of the Clergy, my 
earnest desire, that, wherever it Is not found, 
us the result of much endeavour, utterly m- 
practicable, Sunday Schools should be instituted 
by tlem, having for their object chiefly, the 
Christian instruction of the poor, and the 
towly in condition, (whatever be their colour) 
md their children. Sehcols of thisdescription, 
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under the conduct of able pious superinten- 
dents, assisted by many young members of the 
congregations, continue to flourish at St. Phi- 
lip’s, St. Pau’s, and St. Michael’s Churches, 
in this city. “Ehat at Columbiais in a condition 
which reflects great honour on the present rec- 
tor of the Church there, as well as on his pre- 
decessor, who instituted it, and the pious and 
benevolent members of the congregation who 
have so zealously co-operated with them both. 
The rector of St. John’s, Berkeley, cheerfully 
perseveres in the course of catechetieal instruc- 
tion on Sundays, of which report was made to 
you at the twolast Conventions. Efforts, 1 am 
aware, have been made in other places, and are 
still progressive, of which I am not, at pre- 
sent, in possession of the particulars. 

May the blessing of God rest upon your pro- 
ceedings, making his glory in the honour and 
prosperity of bis Charch, both spiritually and 
temporally, the only actusting principle of them, 
bringing them toa close in that love, which is 
the “very bund of peace, and of all virtues, and 
without which all our doings are nothing worth. 


NATHANIEL BOWEN. 


The following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted :— 

“ The Convention, as representatives of the 
Church in South-Carolina, do render to their 
Bishop, their grateful and affectionate thanks 
for his address delivered at this time, and tor 
his continued, unremitted, snd expensive en- 
deavours to extend the principles of the Gospel 
and to revive the zeal of its professors. 

Resolved, that the elergy of the several 
churches in the diceess, do read the Bishop’s 
address to their congregations, for general im 
formation. 

Aesoived, that so much of the Bishop’s ad- 
dress as relates to the theological semimary be 
referred to a committee of three. 

Resolved, that so much of the Bishop’s ad- 
dress as relates to the admission of churches 
into the Convention, be referred to a commit- 
tee of three- 

Resolved, that so much of the Bishop’s ad- 
dress as relates to the publication of a theolo- 


gical paper, to be edited under the auspices of 


the Church, be referred toa committee of three. 

The tollowing gentlemen were appoiuted 
Delegates tothe General Convention :— 

The Rev. Christopher &. Gadsden, D. D. the 
Rev. Christian Hanckeil, the Rev. John Jacob 
Tschudy, the Rev. Maurice H. Lance, Colonel 
Lewis Morris, William Heyward, Robert J 
‘Turobull, the Honourable Benjamin Huger. 

The following gentlemen were appointed the 
Standing Committee :— 

The Rey. Christopher E. Gadsden, D. D, 
the Rev. Paul T. Gervais, the Rev. Frederick 
Daicho, M.D. the Rev. Allston Gibbes, the 
Rev. Christian Hanckeil, David Alexander, 
Joseph Johnson, M. D. Keating Simons, John 
Dawson, Major Samuel Wragg. 

The following report of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Society was read :— 

* ‘Phe board of trustees of the “ Protestant 
Episcopal Society for the ,idvancement o; 
Caristianity in South-Carolina,” respecttulls 
lay before the Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Chareh, a general statement of the 
receipts and expenditures of the Bishop's per- 
munent fund, since February 5, 1821, of which 
the following is a swamary :— 
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There was a balance in hand, as reported to 
the last Convention, of $11 73; collected 
since last report from members of St. Philip’s 
congregation, $110; received of St. John’s 
Church, Colleton, as an annual subseription, 
$50; interest received since February 5, 
1821, § 281 75; cash due tothe Bishop’s com- 
mon fund for stock bought, ¥ 426 83; in all 
$ 880 $1. Laid out in stock $669; paid to 
the Bishop’s common fund, three-fourths of the 
interest received per resolution of the Conven- 
tion, Feb. 20, 1818, § 211 31; in all $880 31. 

“ The board of trustees further report, that 
collections in aid of the Rishop’s common fund 
have been made in St. Philip’s, St. Michael’s, 
St. Paul’s, and in Grace Chureh, Sullivan’s 
Island, «mounting to $ 389 30; subseriptions 
received from St. John’s, Berkley, amounting 
to $80 00; and three-fourths of the interest 
received from the Bishop’s permanent fund, 
211 31; received for the Bishop’s common 
fund $680 61. Amount of the permanent 
fund $ 8212 1f. 

The book containing the account of the trus- 
tees for the foregoing funds is laid upon the 
Secretary's table, forthe inspection of the mem- 
bers of the Convention. 

Charleston, Feb, 4, 1822. 

(Signed) In behalf of the Board, 
NATHANIEL BOWEN, 
President of the Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity in So. Carolina.” 

N. B. Since the above account was closed, 
there has been received for the Bishop’s com- 
mon fund, $250 from St. Philip’s Church; and 
a donation of $150 from the Hon. Benjamin 
Huger, tothe permanent fund. 

The Secretary made the following report: 
The Secretary of the Convention respectfully 
reports, That in conformity with a resolution 
of the 17th February last, he addressed a Cir- 
cular Letter to the Vestries of the several 
Churches and Parishes in the Diocess, request- 
ing their attention to the resolutiox, relating to 
the Bishop’s fund, therein enclosed. Answers 
have been reeeived from the Charch on Edisto 
Island; St. John’s, Berkley; St. James’s, Goose 
Creek; St. John’s, Colleton; and St. Philip’s 
Church in this city. 

The Church on Edisto Island have directed 
their Treasurer to pay.»$§50 per annum “as 
long as the Church may find it convenient to 
de so.” The particular fund for which the 
appropriation is made, is not specified. 

From St. John’s, Berkley, no written com- 
rounication has been received; but the Rev. 
Mr. Usehudy has paid § 80, in aid of the Bi- 
shop’s common fund, being the first of five an- 
nul subseriptions, of some zealous members of 
his Church. 

The Chairman of the Vestry of St. James’s, 
Goose Creek, states in his answer, that * their 
Church is in the lowest stage of poverty and 
depression; that their ‘rector officistes without 
compensation; and that it is hopeless to resort 
to ny of the modes cf contribution proposed,” 
in aid of che Bishop’s fund. 

St. John’s Chureh, Colleton, have resolved, 
that $50 be annually psid out of the funds of 
that Church, towards the increase of the Bi- 
shop’s permanent fund.” ‘They have likewise 
requested the minister of the parish to preach 
a sermon annually, in aid of the Bishop’s com- 
mon fund. 

No written answer has been received ftom 
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St. Philip’s Church, but their Treasurer has 
— 250 dollars, being an appropriation to the 
ishop’s common fund. 

The Secretary likewise reports, that a circa- 
lar letter was sent to the Clergyin the Diocess, 
having parochial cures, re uesting them to 
preach sermons in aid of the Bishop’s common 
fund, pursuant to resolutions of the Convention, 
passed Feb. 20, 1818, and Feb, 17, 1821. 

Sermons have accordingly been preached, 
and collections made, in St. Philip’s, St. Mi- 
chaePs, and St. Paul’s Churches, in this city, 
and Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island. St. John’s 
Berkley, as before stated, have substituted an 
annual subscription in lieu of a sermon and col- 
lection. 

The letters received by the Secretary, ae 
company this report. 

Feb. 13, 1822. 

The foregoing reports were referred toa 
committee, whose report on the subject, being 
amended, was adopted as follows :— 

That after due consideration, and much re- 
flection, the committee are sorry to acknow- 
ledge their inability to devise any further, or 
mere efficient, means of promoting the success 
of either the Bishop’s permanent or common 
funds, than those recommended by a eommit- 
tee of the last Convention, and unanimously 
agreed to by that Convention. Although the 
measures then proposed, and adopted, may not 
have entirely answered the hopes and expecta- 
tions of those who suggested them, the com- 
mittee are happy to observe, that they have 
not been altogether unavailing. Whilst a small 
but gradual increase of the permanent fund 
has taken place, during the year, the contribu- 
tions to the common fund have advanced nearly, 
it would seem, to 1000 dollars. And could the 
**Protestant Episcopal Society for the Ad- 
vancement of Christianity in South-Carolina,”’ 
feel themselves authorized, and be induced to 
contribute five or six hundred dollars to this last 
fund, we should probably attain, in part, the 
very desirable object embraced in one of the 
resolutions of the last Convention, and be ena- 
bled to appropriate the whole of the interest of 
the permanent fund, exclusively to the aug- 
mentation of the capital of that fund. 

In this hope, and under this, if not perfectly 
satisfactory, yet consolatory view of the state 
of the Bishop’s fund, the committee beg leave 
to direct the attention of the Convention to the 
Report of the Committee of the last Conven- 
tion, on the same subject, and to recommend, 
that the present Convention adopt the resolu- 
tions then proposed, and agreed to; viz. 

1. Resolved, that, (it being of essential im- 
portance to obtain distinctly the opinion of the 
several Episcopal Churches throughout the dio- 
cess, andascertain their disposition to contribute, 
in one way or other, both to the present and 
permanent support of the Bishop’s fund,) the 
standing committee do, at an early period, ad- 
dress the vestry of each church, earnestly re- 
questing of them, to obtsin and communicate 
the sense and disposition of their several con- 
gregations on the subject, and proposing to them 
to econtributc—by a per centage on the state 
tax of each individual—by a per centage on the 
income of each respective church—by a mo- 
derate tax on each pew—by @ small, but speci- 
fic, sum to be paid by cach individual—by any 
other preferable mode ; towards the support of 
the Bishop’s fund. 
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9. Resolved, that the Convention renew, and 
specially recommend, the resolutions hereto- 
fore adopted by their predecessors; requiring 
that once in exch and every year, at some suit- 
able and convenient time, and favourable oeca- 
sion, a sermon be preached in every church in 
this diocess, in aid of the support of a Bishop, 
wntilthe Bishop’s fund shall be adequate there- 
to: and thatthe sumscollected be transmitted 
tothe treasurer of the Protestant Episcopal So- 
ciety, and be applicable to the immediate sup- 

ort of « Bishop 

3. Reso!ved, that in the opinion of this Con- 
vention, it is highly just, proper, becoming and 
desivable, thet St. Michacl’s Church shouid be 
aided and relieved from the unequal burden, to 
which they have been subjected, of almost ex- 
elusively supporting, and enabling the Bishop 
to bestow his pxstoval uttention to the different 
congregations of his diocess. 

4. Resolved, turther, therefore, as nothing 
uncer God is likely to tend more to the ad- 
vancement and success of the eharch, than that 
the head of it should be authorized and ena- 
bled to devote, at least a portion of his time, 
to its general concerns and interest, and to ius- 
ter, encourage and excite, by frequent and al- 
ternate visits, the several congregations of this 
diocess ; that it be the duty of the standing ¢com- 
mittee to make application to, and respectfully 
bat urgently request, on the part of this Con- 
vention, the ass stance of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Society for the Adveneemeut of Christi- 
anity in South-Carolina, (whose funds flew in a 
greater or iess degree from the whole body of 
the members «f the church,) in promoting this 
desivatle aad all important object. 

5. Resolved, that this Convention duly ap- 
preciate, and highly approve, the liberal and 
truly Christian example afforded by the vestry 
and wardens of Crace Church, Sullivan’s Island, 
and they sincercly hope that sueh an example 
will produce the most beneficial effects. 

6. Resolved, whenever, from any other 
source or sources, a sum not exceeding 1500 
dollars, can be otherwise raised to meet the ad- 
ditional expenses of the current year, occasion- 
ed to any particular church, by the circum. 
stance of the reetor thereof being the Bishop, 
that the whole of the principal and interest of 
any sums heretofore, or which muy heresfier 
be, subseribed towards the Bishop’s fund, be 
exclusively appropriated to the increase of the 
permanent fund. 


The parochial reports of the clergy, handed 
to the Bishop, read in Convention, and entered. 
on the journal, agreeably to the canons, turnish 
the following aggregate :— 

Raptisms (adults 33, children 157, not speci- 
fied &1) 271—Marriages 82—Communicants 
1513—Burials 162. Of those baptized, 27 adults 
and £0 children, and of the communicants 367, 
are specified as coloured. 

The report of the Rev. John J. Tschudy, 
rector of St. John’s, Berkley, closes with the 
following notice -— 

In reporting once more on the instruetion of 
the people of colour, I cannot forbear stating a 
fact, which to every unprejudiced mind must 
tend to recommend this labour of love. Among 
those whom [ have instructed, and stterwards 
baptized, «re two men, who frory their frequent 
imtoxication—nay, habitual drunkeoness—had 
hecome almost useless to their owncrs, but whe, 
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since they have joined the church, have com- 
pletely reformed, and are valuable to their mas- 
ters. One has beena communicant upwards of 
three years, and within that period has never 
been known to be intoxieated onee, though in- 
trusted with a responsible office on the planta- 
tion, where he could not fai! to be observed, yet 
where opportunities for indulgence would not 
be wanting; he therefore has given sufficient 
proof of his reformation. Vhe other became a 
member of the church throngh baptism last 
May; and although he bas not undergone the 
same length of trial, yet he lately gave a strong 
manifestation of the sincerity of bis profession, 
by manfully resisting ap inveterate habit, when 
opportunity threw tempt*tion in his way; he 
has likewise regained the good will and appro- 
bation of his master. ! have selected these in- 
stanees in particular, as affording good evidence 
of the efficacy of religious instruction to this de- 
scription of peop'e; habitual drunkenness being 
of all vices the most difficult to be cured. 


_ The t0th article of the constitution of the 
Church in this diceess was amended so as to 
read «s follows :— 


W ilful error in religion, or deviation from 
the rubric of the church ; charges of viciousness 
of life, and dssorderly behaviour, may be exhi- 
bited agvinst a clergyman to the State Conven- 
tior; and on clear and sufficient proof thereof, 
by vive voce evidenee, on outh duly administer- 
ed in the Convention, or by a commission to 
take such, duly exeeuted, such elergy man shail 
be pronounced guilty, or not guilty, as the Con- 
vention shall determine; and the Bishop shall 


proceed to admonish, censuwe, suspend, or de- 


grade such clergyman, #s, in his judgment, the 
nature of the case, or the usages, or interests, 
of the church may require. And he shall, ia 
the name of the Convention, inform the vestry 
or congregation of the church in which such 
minister is officiatmg at the time, of sueh cen- 
gure, suspension, or degradation. 


The Rev. Mr. Gibbes, from the committee 
to whom was referred the consideration of that 
part of the president’s address, which relates to 
the establishment of a periodical religious pa- 
per, under the auspices of the Protestant Epis- 
eopal Church in this state, made the following 
report :— 

‘That they do not deem it practicable or ex- 
pedient, at the present time, to effeet the ob- 
ject recommended ; and that it appears to them 
the chiet purposes of utility, designed to be an- 
swered by the establishment of such a paper as 
is proposed, may be obtained through the me- 
dium of journals of a similar eharacter, already 
published, in different parts of the United 
States; and they therefore respectfully offer 
the following resolution :-— 

Resolved, that it be recommended to the 
members of this Convention, and of the Epis- 
copai Church iu this state, to extend their pa- 
tronage and support to the Gospel dvocate, 
published monthly in Boston, and the Christian 
Journal, published monthly in New-York, at 
the rate of two dollurs each per annum, and to 
make those Journals the vehicle of any com- 
munications they may deem it advisable to 
make, relative tothe concerns of the Episcopal 
Chureb in this state, or the United States, ot 
the interests of religion in general. 

The above report was avcepted., 








in utp it ett ec en. 





>. 7: 


tome 
mas- 
ds of 
ever 
h in- 
inta- 
, yet 
not 
tient 
nea 
last 
the 
ong 
lon, 
hen 
- he 
pro- 
: in- 
nee 
de- 


ing 
the 


‘om 
n€SS 
vhi- 
en. 
eof, 
ter- 
1 to 
hail 
‘on- 
hail 
de- 
the 
sts, 
ja 
try 
ich 
en- 


tee 
hat 
»to 
pa- 
19- 


ng 
wh- 


1e~ 


al 
Dt 








July, 1822.] 


The Hon. Mr. Huger, from the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Bishop’s 
address, as relates tothe Theological Seminary, 
made the following report : ‘ 

That they cordially unite with the Bishop in 
gratetul and respectful remembrance of the late 
Mr. Sherred of New-York, whose munificent 
bequest has inddlitly inscribed his name on onr 
Theological Seminary, and creeted for himself 
an imperishable monument in the hearts of all 
the members of our church. ‘The amount of 
this bequest cannot at present be accurately as- 
certained, but at its highest estimate, wéth the 
addition of the coliections hitherto made, it 
would not produce a sum equal to one-third of 
the endowment necessary for such «a institution 
as is contemplated by the church, an institution 
adequate toher necessities, and equatly respect- 
alle with the institutions of a similar nature, 
founded by other denominations of Christians in 
our country. Your committee, therefore, fect 
the force of the intimation from the Bishop, 
that if something has been done, much remains 
tobe done. Ifa good foundation has been laid, 
the superstructure is yet to be reared. The 
beginning is auspicious, but the work is yet to 
be forwarded, and brought to a condition of 
stability. It may be added, that the pious and 
benevalent design of those who have euntribut- 
ed, will be in a great measyre frustrated, unless 
they are seconded by J»rge donations from the 
weslthy, or by an united effort of all the friends 
of the cause. In the latter case, though exch 
egntribution may be small, the aggregate will 
be considerable. 

Your committee,in cozamon with the Bishop, 
have a heartfelt satisfaction in the recollection, 
that the business which occasioned the late spe- 
cial meeting of the General Convention was so 
happily adjusied, and they hail this result, ws it 
promises prosperity to the Seminary, and must 
remoye all reasonable doubts, (if indeed any 
could have been entertained) of its ultimate 
success, but chiefly as an evidence of that con- 
ciliatory spirit, which they trust will ever dis- 
tinguish our Church, both in the intereourse of 
her members with each otker, and in their con- 
duct towards those of their Christian brethren, 
with whom they differ on some points of faith 
and worship. 

On recurring te the journals, both of the Ge- 


nera!l and the Diocesan Conventions, the com-° 


mittee find that the proposal for the establish- 
ment of a General Theological Seminary origi- 
nated in this Conyention ; that they recommen- 
ed it tothe attention of the respeetive diocesses 
in their individual capacity ; and also, on repeat- 
ed oecasions, to the supreme council of the 
Church: that siace the year 1814, every suc- 
ceeding Convention has expressed an Unanimous 
sentiment in favour of this measure; and that 
at the last Convention, the subject being impres- 
sively suggested by the address of the Bishop, 
they passed, among other resolutions, a decia- 
ration, as representatives of the diocess, that 
they would contribute their fall proportion to- 
wards the endowment of the said Seminary. 
Your committee, therefore, cannot doubt, that 
the present Convention will feel an increased 
zeal in favour of this long cherished purpose, in 
consequence of the encouragement derived from 
recent events; and they trust, that as this is 
the first Diocesan Convention which has oceur- 
red since the meeting of the special General 
‘convention, oar example may be sach as to pro- 
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duce a salutary excitement in other diocesses- 
Phey trust, moreover, that the members of out 
Church throughout this diocess, will not be in- 
sensible to the exacnple of their brethren at the 
north, snd in North-Carolina, and in tun be- 
come an example to others of more than accus- 
toined Zeal and liberality. 

Your committee deem it not irrelevant to 
express a hope, that the seasonable remarks of 
the Bishop on the obligation, and the peculiar 
necessity at this time, (when so many and va- 
rious o' jects of heneficence are proposed,) of a 
diser:mimating charity, will lead to the mquiry, 
whether there be auy purpose conneeted with 
the welfare of our church, which can present 
89 many motives to the pious and benevolent as 
the Theological Seminaiy. The educxtion of 
candidetes 16° the ministry, and their multipli- 
cation, which will be the natural consequence 
of ‘nereased and gratuiious means for their 
educatim, must be at the foundation of all the 
mexsures which can be adopted for the protec- 
tion and the propagation of our sound faith and 
rational worship 

To cal! forth the resources of this diocess, in 
aid of the present purpose, your committee re- 
commend— 

Ist. That exch minister, with the eoncurrence 
of his vestry, be requested to preach, within the 
year, in his own congregation, and also in such 
vacant congregations, with the concurrence of 
their respective vestries, 4s he may find it con- 
venient to visit, a discourse, setting forth the 
views of the Church in relation to this subject, 
and the necessity of an united and liberal effort 
on the part of his hearers; to be followed by a 
collection, the «mount of whieh shall be trans- 
mitted to the standing committee, tobe by them 
forwarded to the treasury of the General 
‘Theological Seminary. 

2d. That the members of this Convention in- 
disidually, will welcome and aid in his arduous 
undertaking, the agent of the trustees of the 
Seminary, who is expected here for the pur- 
pose of making collections. 

3d. That the Bishop be respectfully requested 
to prepare an address,* inviting zeal and libe- 
rality to the aid of this interesting enterprise; 
which addvess shal! be printed with the journal, 
circulated on a separate sheet extensively, and 
read in the several churches on some Sunday 
preceding the delivery of the discourse for the 
benefit of the Sen.inory. 

4th. That the standing committee be instruct- 
ed to earry into effect thse resolutions, and to 
report the result to the next Convention. 

In concluding, your committee trust that the 
length of this report will find an ample apology 
in the importance of the subject, and in the 
circumstance, that this diocess has assumed in 
relation to it a large share of responsibility. 

The above report was accepted. 


On motion of the Rey. Mr. Mschudy, resolved 
unanimously, as the sense of this Convention, 
that we highly approve of the manner.in whieh 
the concerns of the Protestant Episcopal So- 
ciety for the Advancement of Christianity in 
Sonth-Carolina have been conducted ; that we 
regard it as « useful instrument, under the Di- 
vine blessing, of re-organizing and re-establis))- 
ing the deeayed churches in this diocess, and re 
commend it to Episcopalians as a society worthy 








* Sce our last number, p. 178. 
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of their highest confidence and most liberal pa- 
tronage. 

It was resolved, on motion of the Rev. Mr. 
Tschudy, that the thanks of the Convention be 
presented to the board of trustees of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Society forthe Advancement 
of Christianity in South-Carolina, for their great 
attention to the Bishop’s fund, committed to 
their trust by the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Simons, the thanks of the 
Convention were presented tothe President 
and Secretary, for their respective services. 

The committee appointed to ex«mine the 
treasurer’s accounts report d, tht they had 
found the sane to he correct, and that there 
remains in his hands a balance of 105 dollars 7 
cents. The report wasaccepted, and the thanks 
of the Convention given Lo the treasurer for his 
services 

It ws moved by Mr. J M.Tuaylor, and agreed 
to, that the next meeting of the Convention be 
held on Wednesday, the 19th of February next. 

After pruyers, by the Bishop, and the bless- 
ing, the Convention actjourned. 


Canons passed in the above Convention. 


Canon I. On the admission of Churches or 
Parishes into the Convention. 
‘Whenever a church, or parish, not now en- 
titled to a representation, shall be desirous of 
aniting with the Convention of the Church in 
this diocess, they shall apply by letter to the 
Bishop, or when there is no Bishop, to the 
standing committee, stating the due organiz:tion 
of their charch, the election of their vestrymen 
and church-wardens, their means or prospects 
for the support of a minister, and their willing- 
ness to conform to the constitution and canons 
of the General Convention, and the constitution 
and eanons of the ‘:onvention of this diocess, 
which ure now, or hereafter may be enacted by 
authority of the same. And at the Convention 
next succeeding the receipt of such application, 
the Bishop, or standing committee, shall com- 
municate the same to the Convention, for their 
decisiim thereon. Should the Convention make 
a fayourble decision, the said church shall then 
be considered in union with the Convention of 
the Church of this diocess, and delegates there- 
from may be immediatel- received. 
Canon If. On making Collections for the 
Bishop’s Fund 
Every minister having a parochial charge in 
this diocess, or bis assistant, shall, at such time 
as he m»y deem proper, preseh, annually, in 
every church under his care, a sermon on the 
nature and duties of the Episcopal Office; and 
at such time, the vestries of the churches in 
which such sermons shal] be preached, are re- 
quested to make a collectionin aid of the Bishop’s 
common fun; or, in licu of such collection, the 
minister and vestry of such church may substi- 
tute an annual subscription. 
The Church in this dioeess consists of the 
Bishop, 21 Preshyters, and 7 Deacons; and 55 
organized congregations. 
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For the Christian Journal. 


No. IV. 
The Counsellor’s Death-Bed. 


Ir may be proper to give a brief his- 
tory of the Counsellor’s life, before I 
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offer a description of his last moments. 
He was left an orphan in childhood, 
and as it happens in too many similar 
instances, his future character and pres- 
pects became very much the sport of 
fortune. Having no paternal and con- 
trolling hand to guide him, at a very 
early age, he plunged into scenes of dis- 
sipation, and drank deep of the cup of 
sinful pleasure. The natural turn of 
his disposition perhaps made him an 
easier prey to the seductions of temp- 
tation, for his heart was of that unsus- 
picious and susceptible kind, that is 
easily moved by the solicitations of 
companions, and seldom resists the calls 
of pleasure when seconded by the voice 
of friends. Another circumstance per- 
haps contributed to render him a surer 
prey to the destructive syren. He 
was called very soon into public life, 
and having chosen the popular side in 
the politics of his country, he quickly 
acquired an ascendency in them above 
his years. ‘Taking at all times an ac- 
tive part in these concerns, he was ne- 
cessarily led into many scenes of temp- 
tation. The profession also which 
he had chosen naturally increased his 
exposure. From the combined influ- 
ence of all these causes, he became the 
slave of dissipation. His mental en- 
dowments were of a very respectable 
order, and had they received proper 
cultivation, he would probably have 
ranked among the first of his profes- 
sion. ‘To the acuteness and penetra- 
tion of his mind must be ascribed the 
influence he so soon acquired in po- 
litical concerns. 

But although he became the slave of 
dissipation, his course was not marked 
by peace and quietness. Besides the 
alloys that always accompany an ex- 
cessive indulgence in sinful pleasure, 
his own conscience frequently placed 
obstacles in his way, from which he 
started back with fear. Several years 
since, I was witness to his experienc- 
ing great remorse and sorrow on ac- 
count of his conduct, and I then had 
hopes that they were the precursors of 
a permanent reformation. But they 
vanished “like the morning cloud and 
early dew.” Subsequently also at two 
or three different times, these senti- 
ments appeared to return, and cause a 
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temporary check in his eareer—but 
again they were as the faint flashes of 
the expiring ember which soon give 
place to darkness. 

After the last of these transient pur- 
poses of amendment had passed away, 
a dread sometimes came over my mind, 
lest a mine was forming that might one 
day overthrow his religious principles. 
I feared that “the axe was laid at the 
root of the tree,” and that the period 
might come when he would be the 
open justifier of that course which, al- 
though he pursued, he had hitherto al- 
ways condemned ; that having walked 
in the counsel of the ungodly, and stood 
in the way of sinners, he might at last 
set down in the seat of the scornful. 
He seemed at times to treat religious 
subjects with a levity that gave me 
pain, and manifested a great unwilling- 
ness to enter upon any conversation 
that might lead tothem. But it pleas- 
ed Almighty God to cut short his 
earthly career, before this consumma- 
tion was effected, and to revive with in- 
creased rigour those wholesome impres- 
sions which had been so often discard- 
ed from his bosom. In 1820 he sent 
me a request that I would visit him 
as soon I conveniently could. I 
complied immediately, and found him 
labouring under a severe and incurable 
disorder, the consequence of his former 
dissipation. Sad and sorrowful were 
the feelings his appearance was cal- 
culated to excite. His pallid cheeks 
and swollen limbs, his sunken eye be- 
reft of all expression but that created 
by disease and woe, his debilitated 
frame extended upon the bed, from 
whence, there was reason to believe, it 
would never arise, but to be borne to 
that silent mansion where it must rest 
till the judgment day; all exhibited the 
wreck of him whom we had lately seen 
enjoying health and strength, and who 
might have continued to enjoy them, 
had he not run the career of madness 
and folly. Aweful is the sight of the 
man cut off in the bloom ef life, and by 
his own vices. Itis true, we cannot 
but view with solemn feelings even the 
aged man passing the boundary of life, 
aad entering upon the unknown scenes 
of eternity. He, however, has filled u 
the measure of his days: he falls like 
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the fruit in autumn, and no violence is 
done to the regular and appointed order 
of Providence. But to behold youth, 
and health, and strength, all mowed 
down at once by the scythe which 
the man himself has whetted, is a sight 
from which we recoil with feelings 
which we cannot describe. 

But an antidote, in some measure 
to the feelings produced by the Coun- 
sellor’s bodily appearance, existed in 
this circumstance, that his mind was in 
that frame which was suitable to his 
condition. Great indeed was his sor- 
row and contrition for his offences. 
Never have I witnessed an instance in 
which the mourning on account of 
sin appeared to be more deep, or to 
have a better glaim to the title of that 
“répentance which is unto life, and 
needed not to be repented of.” He 
described himself as the most unworthy 
of sinners, as having transgressed 
against light and against knowledge, 
against the dictates of his conscience, 
the strivings of God’s Holy Spirit, and 
against every motive that ought to have 
weight with rational and accountable 
creatures. ‘ My dear friend,” said he 
to me, *“ you now behold mea wretched 
and miserable man, a man who has no 
right to look for mercy from God, a man 
who has abused the faculties of body 
and mind to the vilest of purposes, who 
has trampled wantonly upon the laws 
of his Maker, who has shut his eyes to 
his duty,and steeled his heart against the 
influence of all the good principles that 
he has ever imbibed.” ‘Tears of remorse 
rolled down his cheeks, and such was 
the evident distress of his mind, that it 
was impossible not to be moved. But 
although I was affected with feelings of 
pity, compassion and sorrow, there was 
not wanting also a sensation of real 
gratification, because I saw that he 
possessed a just sense of his condition. 
Sad and mournful as are our reflections 
when visiting the dying sinner, and 
especially one in a situation similar to 
his, yet what a weight is removed from 
our minds, when we find him truly and 
deeply penitent—his heart not striving 
to deceive itself—cherishing uo de- 
lusive ideas of his comparative worthi- 
ness—not contrasting his conduct with 
that of some of his fellow-men, whe 
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may have been more depraved in some 
respects than himself—not endeavour- 
ing to palliate his wickedness by urging 
the force of temptation, or the natural 
weakness of his resolution ; but, on the 
other hand, suffering his conscience to 
do its work thoroughly, to probe to the 
bottom of the wounds which sin has 
made. Such was the Counsellor’s case, 
and my first duty in consequence there- 
ef, was to hold eut to him the promises 
of the Gospel ; to endeavour to convince 
him that the Christian religion is a 
system of grace and mercy; that its 
blessings are offered to all the sincerely 
penitent, to all those who are weary 
and heavy laden with sin; that God 
will in no case cast off those who hum- 
bly turn to him. Would to God that 
such were the course we might follow in 
the case of all those whom we are called 
tovisit in their last moments. How dif- 
ferent would be our situation from what 
it now is? How many de we find in 
that solemn season endeavouring to de- 
ceive themselves—how often unwilling 
to confess the extent of their sins, or 
the greatness of their depravity—how 
frequently charging upon the imbeci- 
lity ef their minds what is only the 
eflect of their own perverseness ? How 
elten is it necessary for us to bring to 
their view, and impress upon their 
minds, these important though humili- 
ating truths, and therefore to withhold 
from them the censolations of the 
Gospel until they give evidence that 
they felt them. Not Jo the Counsellor : 
all with him was humility and sincerity. 
With great feeling he took up the lan- 
guage of David, and said, “ 1 acknow- 
ledge my transgressions, and my sin is 
ever before me.” And that of Job, “I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.” My first duty therefore, in 
his case, was to bring to his view the 
consoling promises of the Gospel. I 
told him that the blood of Christ was 
suflicient to cleanse us from all sin, and 
that the vilest of the vile, if they re- 
pented, would assuredly find mercy. [ 
repeated to him the promise of God to 
the rebellious Jews, that if they would 
return to him, their “sins though as 
scarlet, should become white as snow, 
though red like crimson, they should 
become as wook.” ‘These comfert- 
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ing assurances had not the effect of 
tranquillizing his mind at that time ; 

his sense of guilt ard ingratitude was so 
great, that the blessing of pardon ap- 
peared to him more than he had a 
right to expect. ‘The load upon his 
heart was too great to be removed at 
once, and the reply he made to me was, 
—“but I have been so abandoned, my 
sins have been se heinous, and so nu- 
merous.” 

I visited my friend frequently during 
his illness, which lasted several months, 
and it was some time before his mind 
attained to peace and composure. Two 
erroneous impressions had taken pos- 
session of it, which gave him a good 
deal of uneasiness. He thought that 
when his sins should be forgiven, he 
would have a sensible assurance and 
communication thereof given, by the 
Spirit of God; he fancied a sudden 
light would burst upon his mind, which 
would jeave no doubt that he was re- 
ceived among the chosen of the Al- 
mighty, would heaceforth banish all 
fears, and fill his heart with the ful- 
ness of joy. Whence he acquired this 
notion I know net; but I think I 
have observed it prevailing frequently 
among those who have plunged deep 
into the stream of sin, and suffered 
themselves to be borne far by its cur- 
rent. Having lost all self-command, 
they think that if they are ever redeem- 
ed from their captivity, it must be by 
a supernatural and extraordinary in- 
terposition of divine power. View- 
ing also the vast difference between 
themselves and the faithful disciples of 
the Saviour, they are inclined to think 
that these enjoy sensible communion 
with the Spirit of Truth, by which 
they are enabled to resist temptation 
and to persevere in the path of duty. 
Although this is a doctrine maintained 
by many Christians in our country, yet, 
there is scarcely any error more dan- 
gerous. It almosi infallibly leads to the 
extreme either of despondency, or of 
spiritual pride. If the heart is honest 
and the mind sound, I know not what 
is to preserve the persons who adopt 
this sentiment from despair, for in this 
case they will assuredly never experi- 
ence what they are seeking. If, on the 


other hand, the heart is dishonest or . 
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the mind weak, they may bring them- 
selves to believe that they have seen 
the light, and felt the power of the 
spirit ; and when this is the case, they 
fancy themselves at once of the num- 
ber of God’s faithful children, and look 
down upon all those who cainot re- 
late experiences similar to their own. 
Another source of trouble to the 
Counsellor was the doctrine of elec- 
tion. I cannot say that he had acquir- 
ed any settled notions on this subject ; 
but a confused idea was floating upon 
his mind concerning the doctrine which 
he had sometimes heard inculeated, 
that a fixed and certain portion of the 
human race is to be saved, and the 
other part to be lost. ‘The first time I 
heard him express this sentiment was 
when a person of Calvinistic princi- 
ples was present. He direeted his dis- 
course to him, and asked him his opi- 
nion concerning the doctrine. ‘The 
Calvinist endeavoured to waive the sub- 
ject, and observed, that a certain mi- 
nister of considerable standing in his 
society, (mentioning his name,) when 
he was questioned by his congregation 
on the doctrine of election, used to say ; 
“Prove to me your conversion, and I 
will prove to you your election.” He 
appeared to be sensible that the doc- 
trine was not calculated to comfort a 
person in the Counsellor’s situation, 
but rather to plunge him into despair ; 
because if he were convinced that 
mankind were divided into two great 
portions, that cannot be increased or 
diminished, the one elect, the other 
reprobate, he weuld conclude at once 
that he was among the latter. The 
doctrine of unconditional, partial elec- 
tion is indeed cold, cheerless ,and com- 
fortless, and the maintainers of it ge- 
nerally endeavour to keep it out of the 
sight of persons in the Counsellor’s si- 
tuation, until they think the work of 
<onversion is accomplished, when they 
will tell them that they are undoubt- 
edly of the number of the elect. How 
appropriate and reviving to the awak- 
ened and penitent sinner, on the other 
hand, the doctrine that Christ died for 
all men, that he has effected an univer- 
sal redemption, and that those who 
mourn for their sins shall be comfort- 
ed. Indeed, the general language of 
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Calvinists, when they visit the dying 
sinner, if he manifests any concern for 
his soul, is, “there is grace, rich grace, 
prepared for mankind ;” or, “be not 
discouraged, for there is bread enough 
for us all, and to spare.” ‘They will 
not acknowledge the doctrine of uni- 
versal redemption; but they are also 
very careful to keep out of sight that 
of partial election. 

I need not say that I endeavoured to 
convince my friend of the erroneous- 
ness of both these ideas, and I have 
reason to believe that his mind ulti- 
mately was relieved from the uneasi- 
ness Oceasioned by them. He never 
professed to have experienced that sud- 
den. and powerful transformation of 
soul, nor to have seen that supernatu- 
ral light, which he first thought he ought 
to look for ; but his mind attained to @ 
considerable degree of peace and com- 
posure. He did not, it is true, enjoy 
these transporting anticipations of fu- 
ture happiness which are sometimes 
vouchsafed to the faithful at the hour 
of death; but he learned to trust with 
meekness and humility in the mercy of 
God, through the merits of our Saviour. 
A strong sense of his unworthiness 
continued to rest upon his mind, and 
he felt that if he should be accepted, 
the goodness of God to him would be 
unbounded. On that goodness he 
rested, and from so doing, acquired an 
humble hope that his future state would 
be blessed. ‘To the last question I pur 
to: him, “ whether his mind had be- 
come more composed, and whether he 
had learned to trust in the sacrifice 
made by the Saviour ;” his reply was, 
“ he hoped he had.” j 

Thus was cut off in the prime of 
life, and before he had filled up halg 
the measure of his days, a man, who, 
had he pursued the paths of industry 
and temperance, might have been an 
ornament to soeiety, and a blessing to 
his country. In spite of all his foibles, 
I could not help feeling an attachment 
to him. He possessed a generous, a 
feeling, and a kind heart; he was 
warmly attached to his friends ; and to 
me also, he perhaps was in the habit of 
making known the recesses of his heart 
more than to most others. On several 
eccasions also, he skewed his regard 
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for me, not only in words, but in ac- 
tions. There was likewise a strong 
presentiment in my mind, that unless 
he should be called suddenly from the 
world, he would become a sincere pe- 
nitent before his death. The event has 
proved that my hope was well founded. 
He has gone, trust, tothat blessed home, 
where the wicked cease from troubling, 
and where the weary are at rest; and 
it is my prayer to God, that when the 
trump of the Archangel shall summon 
us all to judgment, I may be permitted 
to join my friend in the mansions of 
eternal light and glory. 

Reader, art thou in the youthful part 
of thy days, and dost thou feel a grow- 
ing attachment to sinful pleasure? O 
tet the Counsellor’s fate deter thee from 
that dangerous course, before it is too 
late. Sinful pleasure is a syren that sings 
peace, peace, when there is no peace. 
She “ will lure thee to thy doom,” be- 
tore thou art aware—she will blast all 
thy worldly prospects—she will de- 
stroy both soul and body. Into the 
one, she will lodge the seeds of disease, 
that will bring forth their fruit with a 
fatal certainty ; and from the other, she 
will erase the Divine image, and render 
it a fit companion only for the great 
enemy of man. Fly from her as from 
the fangs of the animal that would in- 
fuse a deadly poison through thy frame ; 
for although her appearance may now 
he pleasing, and her charms fascinat- 
ing, yet, when thou art most in want of 
aid, she will desert thee; and when thy 
soul, bereft of all help and hope, begins 
to feel the horrors of despair, she “ will 
taugh at thy calamity,and mock whea 
thy fear cometh.” 

Dost thou also desire to enjoy peace 
in thy last moments, and to be enabled 
to triumph over death? put not off the 
work of repentance to a dying hour. 
if you would say with St. Paul at that 
yolemn season, * [ am now ready to be 
oflered—henceforth there is laid up for 
ine a crown of righteousnéss ;” you 
must also be enabled to say with him, 
#1 have fought the goed Aight, I have 
finished my course, 1 have kept the 
faith.” You may, like the unhappy 
Counsellor, it is true, by God’s blessing 
obtain a hope of happiness, when the 

iwful trial comes ; but if your heart is 
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honest, how many tears of remorse 
will you shed for an ill-spent life—how 
oppressive will be the reflection that 
you cannot undo your numerous sin- 
ful deeds, and that the effects of these 
deeds may be perpetuated to genera- 
tions yet unborn! It is the holy life, 
the life which has been reared upon 
the foundation of faith in the Son of 
God alone, that can smooth the pillow 
of death, and enable us to meet our last 
enemy with perfect joy. 
Lhe Country Clergyman. 
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The tenth Annual Report of the Trustees 
of the Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
thurch, for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity in Pennsylvania. Stead before the 
Society, January 7, 1822. 


If during the tenth year of the existence of 
this Society the Trustees have apparently done 
less than at any former period for the advance- 
ment of the exalted interests of the kingdom 
of the Redeemer, they have the satisfaction of 
knowing that every demand upon the funds has 
been promptly met and paid, and that arrange- 
ments have been made not only for the per- 
manent security of all life subscriptions, and 
donations, but likewise, as they trust, for the 
more rapid accumulation in future of those re- 
sources which are necessary to accomplish 
with vigour the objects we have so deeply at 
heart. 

These objects are indeed of the most inter- 
esting nature. And as men, and as Christians, 
and particularly as members of the Episcopal 
Church in Penusylvania, we are loudly called 
upon to contribute a portion of our time, our 
talents, and our substance, towards the sprear! 
of the Gospel—the diffusion of its benign and 
holy influeuce into the hearts of those who are 
either ignorant of its consolations, or who once 
having enjoyed them are now intensely anxious 
for their restoration. How dwelleth the love 
of God in us if we refuse to impart to those 
who are in need! ‘He who loves God, loves 
his brother also.” Fully believing in the sure 
word of prophecy, and knowing that the time 
will come when every knee shall bow to Je- 
sus, how delighted should we be to enjoy the 
privilege, how eagerly should we avail ourselves 
ot it, of aiding in that glorious cause for which 
the Redeemer died! Let us then continue not 
ouiy to support this institution, but to solicit 
for it the warm approbation aud cordial zeal of 
our friends. Altreacy it has done much good, 
already it has been instramental in establishing 
the holy services of our Sanctuary in various 
places, Let us persevere; and the Church 
of our forefathers and of cur choice will ac- 
quire that station, to which, by the purity of 
her doctrines, she is emineuily entitled. 


The alterations to the constitution which 
were adopted at the last annual meeting, were 
the following : 

To Article LV. add, “ all life subscriptions ot 
members, and all donations, whether by will or 
otherwise, unless bestowed with a specific ap 
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ropriation, shall be a permanent fund, and shall 

e vested in stock or ground rents, or other 
safe property. This provision shall extend to 
the stock now held by the Society. Collee- 
tions in churches are not to be considered as 
of the donations here referred to, but shall be 
at the disposal of the trustees. Provided al- 
ways nevertheless, that the clear yearly value 
or income of the messuages, houses, lands, and 
tenements, annuities, or other hereditaments 
and real estate of this corporation, and the in- 
terests of money lent, shall not exceed the sum 
of five hundred pounds. 

In place of Article V. the following was sub- 
stituted : ; 

* There shall be annually a meeting of the 
Society in Philadelphia, on the feast of the 
Epiphany, unless it shall fall on Sunday, and 
in that case on the next day. The rectors of 
the different churches within the state, shall 
be requested to have services performed and 
collections made for the benfit of the Instita- 
tion, on the first Sunday after the Festival of 
the Epiphany, or on that Festival, if it be on 
Sunday ; or on such other day or days as may 
be expedient, and in such manner a8 may be 
agreeable to the proper parochial authori- 
ties.” 

These additions have been sanotioned by the 
proper authorities, and now form part of the 
charter. 

Two young men pursuing the study of theo- 
fogy have received some aid—and the foster- 
ing care of the Society has been still continued 
to the Church at Easton. The other missions 
have necessarily ceased. New avenues of use- 
fulness have been opened; and new and earn- 
est solicitations from various quarters for mi- 
nisters are daily heard. What is to be done? 
We have arrested the attertion of the Episco- 
palians who are scattered throughout the state. 
‘They have been visited by our Missionaries. 
Thew hopes have revived. We have eneour- 
aged them to proceed. And we are pledged 
to use our best and most strenuous exertions to 
enable them to establish the church of the liv- 
ing God in the wilderness. Grant us the 
power, and all that has been promised will be 
fulfilled. The glory of the Lord has arisen 
upon Zion. She is destined to be the joy of 
the whole earth. Let us hasten with gladness 
to repair her waste places. Let us contribute 
according to our means; and the blessing of 
thousands who were ready to perish will rest 
upon us, 


APPENDIX. 

Doubts having been expressed relative to 
the correctness of the following expressions in 
the report; “* New avenues of usefulness have 
been opened; and new and earnest solicitations 
from vartous quarters for ministers sre daily 
treard ;” the following letter was addressed by 
the chairman of the committee of missions to 
the Recording Secretary of the Society, and 
read at the anniversary meeting. 

My dear Sir, 

The applications for missionary aid 
during the past year were numerons, as the 
following statement will prove. 1. After the 
death of the Rev. Mr. Plumb, it wes stated in 
letters addressed to me both by his widow and 
by Dr. J. that a small but zealous congregation 
had been collected at Northumberland, that 
thev were now teft without, 2 shepherd. aml 


Var. TV 
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that they were very desirous to have a Pastor, 
“The grand object” says Dr. J. “was to 
spread « knowledge of the church among the 
people where the church was not known, ex. 
cept as it came ina debused state through the 
hands of unfaithful ministers. This has been 
effected; and there are now many in this 
neighbourhood, particularly among the people, 
who will ever remember the society that sent 
Mr. P. among them, with sincere gratitude, 
who will ever consider the church as the best 
and the saftest way to lead them whither he 
has .” “Can you not,” saye Mrs. P. in a 
letter, dated June 23,—*‘ can you not send us 
some One in the course of the summer to break’ 
to us the bread of life, and join with us in pub- 
lic worship in the house of God? We ask 
your prayers, that as the Almighty has secn fit 
to remove the shepherd, this 4¢/e flock may 
not be scattered or devoured. You willl hope 

ardon the liberty 1 have taken in writing you, 

at I cannot admit the idea that this charch in 
Northumberland, for the establishment of which 
my inestimable husband literally sacrificed his 
life, should now be left to perish. 1 cannet 
possibly live myself, or raise my little fomlly 
where I am deprived of the services of t 
church.” 2. A letter was written last summer 
to the Bishop from the congregation at Pike, 
stating their belief that they could support 
a minister with a family, and earnestly request- 
ing that one might be sent. 3. A letter from 
Mr. Sayres to the Bishop stated there were 
several small congregations in Lycoming coun- 
ty, and that it was wished that the Rev. Mr. 
Hopkins might be sppeinted a missionary te 
two of them. 4. The church at Bristol is va- 
cant, and deserves attention. 5. Vhe churohes 
at Marcus Hook and Chester are in the same 
situation. 6. Mr. Neale wrote to the Bishop 
from Kittanning, informing him that nearly 100 
persons in that neighbourhood had not been a 
tized, and that they wished some prayer boo 
and the visits of a missionary. 7. Mr. John- 
ston wrote from Greensburgh, thst between 
3 and 400 dollars had been subscribed towards 
the support of a clergyman who would oflici- 
ate half his time there. 8. The three congre- 
gutions in Fayette county subscribed each 200 
dollars towards the salary of a rg oe 9. 
Vhe churches in Huntingdon and Mifflin coun- 
ties are vacant. 

The Rev. Messrs. Keeler, Bulkeley, and 
Phinney, during the same period affered thar 
services as missionaries, 

The state of the funds did not permit the 
eommittce of missions to pay attention to ei 
ther clerical or congregational applications. 

Truly jours, 
JACKSON KEMPER. 
Monday, 7th Jan. 1822. 


JOHN C. LOWBER, Esq. 


Oficers for 1822.—Right Rev. Willitm 
White, president, (ex officio); Rev. J. Pil- 
more, D. WD. Hon, Wm. Tilghman, LL. D. 


and Richard Dale, Esq. vice-presidents; Wm. 


Chaloner, treasurer; Rev. Jackson Kemper, 
corresponding secretary; John ©. Lowber, 
recomding secretary. mn 

Trustees.—Charies N. Banker, Dr. John 
KR. Coxe, Joseph Cooper, William Murdock, 
Tm. Meredith. Samael Harteharst, John 
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Read, Cornelins Stevenson, Caleb P. Wayne, 
Tobias Wagner, George Bringhurst, Durden 
B. Carter, Hugh De Haven, Thomas Hale, 
John Markland, Austin Montgomery, Stephen 
North, James S. Smith, Charles Wheeler, 
Thomas H. White. 


Clergymen residing within the City and 
County of Philadelphia, who are Trustees, 
ox oficie~—Rev. Robert Blackwell, D. D. Rev. 
James Abercrombie, D. D. Rev. Frederick 
Beusley, D. D. Rev. James Wiltbank, Rev. 
George Boyd, Rev. James Montgomery, Rev. 
Charlies M. Dupuy, Rev. Benjamin Alien. 


The Sixth Annual Report of the Board o 
Managers of the Auxiliary New-York 
Bible and Common Prayer Book Society. 


‘The Board of Managers of the Auxiliary New- 
York Bible and Common Prayer Book Society, 
in presenting to their constituents the sixth an- 
nus! report of the transactions of the Society, 
regret to observe, that the pressure of the 
times, and the numerous and urgent demands 
upon Christian charity, have tended to restrict, 
bn nu ordinary degree, the labours and useful- 
ness of our institution. 

Immediately after the last anniversary, your 
Board of Managers printed an edition of one 
thousand copies Of the Bible, from the new 
stereotype plates of the Society. Of these a 
large number was due to subscribers and mem- 
bers on account of their annual subscriptions ; 
and one hundred and twenty copics were for- 
warded to the Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity in South-Carolina, in payment 
of one hundred dollars advanced by them to us 
in the year 1820, towards the completion of 
the stereotype plates. The receipt of these 
has been acknowledged by that Society, with an 
expression of their satisfaction in having aided 
us in the production of so beautiful and correct 
a eopy of the Holy Seriptures. Of the residue 
of the edition, a proportion has been sold to 
Societies and imdividuais for gratuitous distribu- 
tion, the finances of the Society not authoriz- 
ing the Board to indulge their feelings by yield- 
ing to any of the many urgent applications for 
donations of the sucred vo.ume. 

One hundred and six Prayer Books have 
also been delivered from the Depository of the 
Society, to members and subscribers since the 
last anniversary ; and, during the same period, 
sixtcen hundred and seventy four copies have 
been sold to societies and charitable individuals 
for gratuitous distribution. 

These, with the former sales and distributions 
of the Society, make an aggregate of three 
thousand and twenty-six Bibles, and sixteen 
thousand and wine hundred and twenty-five 
Prayer Books, which have issued from our 
depository since the formation of the institution, 
in the year 1816. 

We still continue to sell the Prayer Book to 
those who purchase for gratuitous distribution, 
at thirty eents per copy; and we have fixed 
the Bible, bound im a durable «nd handsome 
manner, at cighty -five cents, which is consider- 
ed to be cheaper than any other edition of the 
Bible ever published in this country. ‘ 

At the last anniversary meeting of the Soci- 
ety, its Bye-Laws were so amended as to pro- 
vide for the establishment of a permavent fund, 
Dy the apprepriation of seh sums as should be 
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thereafter received for life subscriptions to the 
Society. The sum required to constitute a 
member or subscriber for life, was fixed at 
twenty-five dollars, and the amount received 
from such subscriptions is directed to be in- 
vested in such 4 manner as to produce an an- 
nual income tothe funds of the Society. Under 
this regulation the sum of two hundred dollazs 
has been sinte subscribed, and, for the present, 
has been deposited in the Savings Bank. The 
Beard of Managers fondly hope that many af 
the members and subscribers of the Society 
will be induced to add to this fund, so auspi- 
eiously commenced, and thus ensure the future 
usefulness and stability of our institution. 

In addition te the above amount of life sub- 
scriptions, the receipts of the Society for the 
past year, together with the balance in the 
treasury at the fast anniversary, amount to the 
sum of six hundred and sixty-five dollars and 
three cents. Of this sum, ninety-five dollars 
and fifty eents were collected in Trinity Church, 
on the evening of the 13th of February last, 
when the Anniversary Sermon, for the benefit 
of the Society, was delivered by the Rev. Mr. 
Feltus ; thirty-two dollars and twelve cents, the 
balance of the proceeds of the Concert in 
Grace Church ; and the sum of three hundred 
and thirty-eight dollars bas been received from 
sobscribers and members. 

The payments of the treasurer for the 
same period amount to the sum of six hundred 
dollars and fitty-nine ceuts, chiefly for paper, 
printing, and binding; leaving a balance in the 
treasury of sixty-four dollars and forty-four 
cents. 

The Society is, at the sarae time, indebted to 
its printers in the sum of one hundred and 
seventy-eight dollars, and there are some small 
outstanding bills for contingent expenses, to the 
amount of twenty-five or thirty doll+rs. 

Under these circumstances, with an exhaust- 
ed treasury, and a diminished subscription list, 
your Board of Managers would almost despair 
of being enabled to resume those active and 
beneficent labours which have heretofore, with 
the blessing of Heaven, shed the light of the 
Gospel, and the purity of Christian worship, 
on the remotest borders of our land. But this 
despuir in our hallowed cause is forbidden by 
the Master whom we serve; and animated 
by his promise of assistunce, we will endew- 
vour to arouse your minds to the importance at 
our eause, and stimulate you to renewed exer- 
tions. 

We ask your support, brethren, not to an 
institution of doubtful importance, not to extend 
to the idle the means of continuance in idle- 
ness, nor to afford to the improvident that sup- 
port which they have neglected to provile for 
themselves ; but we appeal to you on behalf of 
those who are perishing for lack of knowledge, 
—for those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death,—and the boon we would ex- 
tend to them is the light of salvation, and the 
bread of life. Shall we then askin vain for 
the means of continuing our labours? Shall 
we in vain address to Christians our supplica- 
tions for relief to those who are treading the 
thorny ways of wretchedness, and the dark 
valley of death, without # puide to their feet 
or a lamp to their paths? Shall the beacon 
which your bounty has erected to light the tra- 
veller on his way, and to guide the wanderer 
to a haven of rest, be extinguished—now 
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when the solitary places have been made glad 
by its rays, and its beams have begun to shed 
the light of glory on the ocean and the wilder- 
ness / 

If any additional incentives are required to 
arouse the slumberiug charity of our friends, 
we will enumerate a few of the various appli- 
cations which have been made to us during the 
past year, ard to which, with hearts sinking 
within us, we have been obliged to reply, thet 
gur resources were inadequate to the required 
supplies. 

Ve have been solicited to distribute the 
Liturgy of our Church among the Episco- 
palians in our distant settlements, who, depriv- 
ed of the ministrations of the Gospel, and far 
removed from the sanctuaries where their 
fathers worshipped, sre forgetting the discipline 
and faith of the Church in which they were 
trained to the knowledge of grace and salva- 
tion. The limited Missionary establishment of 
our Church is insufficient co supply the wants 
of the rapidly increasing populatiog of the west, 
and many, who, with the Liturgy in their 
hands, would adhere tothe worship which we 
venerate ; wanting even this support to their 
principles, soon fall into the ways of jrreligion 
and vice. 

We have been urgently desired, by Clergy- 
men engaged in Missionary duties, to furnish 
them with Prayer Bocks for distribution among 
those who, animated by their occasional visits, 
want Only to be better acquainted with our in- 
valuable formulary, to adhere to its precepts, 
and join with eagernegs in the pure and simple 
worship it sets forth. By former destributions 
the Society has, in several instances, been hap- 
pily instrumental in the formation of congre- 
gations, in situations where but little informa- 
tion had previously existed, respecting the 
institutions and ordinances of our Church, 

The Board has also been eslled upon to con- 
tinue its donations of Bibles and Prayer Books 
to the Episcopal Sunday Schools in this city and 
ts vicinity, which have been unable to fur- 
nish them to their scholars. The importance 
of this object of distribution will be sufficiently 
appreciated by those who are in any wise can- 
versant with these institutions. By enabling the 
scholars to join in the exercises of the Chureh, 
they soon become firmly attached to its wor- 
ship, and the susceptible mind of youth receives 
impressions and forms habits which time cannet 
eradicate. ; 

We have also been solicited for further sup- 
plies of Bibles and Prayer Boeks for the Sea- 
men of this port, with assurances of the ar- 
dour and thankfulness with which our former 
donations were recejyed by them. 

Enabled, as your Board of Managers once 
were, to reply to these and similar applications, 
by liberal supplies to all who wanted, they cer- 
tainly have been disheartened by the limited 
state of their finances, and their inability to go 
on in the Jabour of love in which they had en- 
gaged with so much ardour. 

Ve look forward, however, to brighter pros- 
pects. We trust that when the situation of 
the Society is known to its friends and mem- 
bers, their aid will, as heretofore, be liberally 
extended, and that we will again be enabled to 
spread abroad the knowledge of the Gaspel, 
and the worship of our Church. 

FLOYD SMITH, Senior Vice-President. 
CHARLES KEELER, Recorcing Seeretary. 
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NOTICE. 

The Managers of Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Societies, and Clergymen and Laymen, 
who collect funds for the gratuitous distribution 
of books, or who are themselves disposed to 
such acts of charity, are respectfully informed, 
that they can be supplied with any number of 
Bibles and Prayer Books from the stereotype 
plates of the Auxiliary New-York Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society, upon appli- 
eation to the Agent of the Society, at the Je: 
Pecitery, No. 99 Pearbstreet. 


ss 


Terme of Subscription. 

A iife subscription is twenty-five dollars 
The annual subseription is any sum not les® 
than two dollare. Vhis payment entitles the 
subscriber to receive annually one Bible and 
one Prayer Book, or three Prayer Books; and 
for every additional payment of one dollar and 
fifty cents per annum, an additional Bible and 
Prayer Book annually. Subscriptions and do- 
nations thankfully received by the Treasurer, 
at No. 42 Coardindtatrost; the Agent, No. 
99 Pearl-street; and by avy of the Managers 
of the Society, 


Officere—Luther Bradish, president ; | 
Smith, 1st vice-president; Cornelius R. Dut, 
2d vice-president; Henry Barclay, 3d vice- 

resident ; William E. Dunscomb, correspond, 
ing secretary; J. Smyth Rogers, treasurer ; 
Thomas N. Stanford, agent. 


Managers,.—John Watts, Jun, Benjamin 
Haight, John J. Lambert, Charles Nichols, 
William H. Harison, Peter Kean, Cornelius S. 
Bartow, Charles W. Sanford, H. W. Ducha- 
chet, Thomas T. Groshon, Charles N. S. Row- 
land, Robert Hyslop, Jacob Stout, jun, Murray 
Hoffman, Samuel W. Moore, Cornelius Oake 
ley, J. L, Moore. 


History of Catharine Prescott. 

{Abridged for the Christian Journal from the 
Christian Guardian. } 

CATHARINE Prescorr was born at 
Denbigh, in Wales, in the year1708 ; and 
was put to service at a very early age, 
without being possessed of any know- 
ledge of the art of reading, as (to use 
her own expression) “ there were none 
of those blessed Sunday Schools in her 
days.” She served in different fami- 
lies until she was forty-one years of 
age, at which period she married. 
Upon the death of her husband, which 
happened about eight years afterwards, 
she again went to service for some time, 
and was esteemed a diligent, frugal, 
and faithful servant, by all the masters 
with whom she lived. When she be- 
came too old for service, she went to 
live with her daughter in Geerge Leigh 
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Street, Manchester, in which place 
and neighbourhood she had resided by 
far the greater part of her life, and 
was supported partly by her relatives, 
and partly by some friends who had 
witnessed her honest and upright con- 
duct in her several situations. Dur- 
ing this period she regularly attended 
the daily prayers at the collegiate 
church, where she was kindly noticed 
by some of the clergy ; but, as she af- 
terwards expressed herself, she “ could 
not so heartily enter into the public 
worship of God as she wished, because 
she could neither read her Prayer 
Book, nor distinctly hear all that was 
said.” She continued to attend at the 
church until she had passed her hun- 
dredth year, without ever having been 
able to read a word in any book what- 
ever, having a form of religion, but 
being destitute of the power thereof. 
She had long wished to learn to read ; 
but either through shame, or for want 
of invitation and opportunity, she had 
not taken any steps towards attaining 
ber object. At last, however, she pre- 
‘vailed upon herself to look out for a 
teacher; and as her own account of 
the manner in which she began will 
be more interesting than mine, I will 
relate it in the words she herself used 
when J asked her to give me the par- 
ticulars. 
“Why, you see, when I used to go 
to the old church, many of the folks 
that used to come would sometimes 
offer me a hook, and, dear heart, I 
could not read ; and I was ashamed to 
refuse it : and besides, there was a very 
pretty psalm they had used to sing, 
and I thought I could like to learn it— 
but then I could not read. So I camé 
home one day, and I told my daughter 
that I was determined to learn to read} 
but she thought it was too late. How- 
ever, I went toa neighbour, and asked 
him if he would learn me a lesson, and 
he promised he would. Accordingly 
J went to him every day, and when | 
had tired him with one lesson, I would 
have gone toanother neighbour for ano- 
ther ; and in this way I got on by little 
and little. When they were building the 
Lancasterian school in this neighbour- 
hood, I told my daughter I would go to it 
as soon as it was ready ; and as soon as 


they opened it I used to go every day for 
alesson; and the little lads would have 
come here on a night, and first one wovid 
teach me and then another, until I had 
tired them all. Then when your Sun- 
day school was removed into this street, 
I used to go every Sunday (before I 
went down to the old church ) to say my 
lesson, and some of the scholars would 
come in now and then to teach me}; 
and so, from one thing to another, you 
see at last I learned to read.” 

Your readers will be aware that it is 
much more difficult to instruct aged 
persons in the art of reading that those 
who are young, and have neither tem- 
poral cares nor duties to engage their 
attention; nevertheless, by the time 
she had reached her 105th year, at 
which period I first became acquainted 
with her, she was able to read tolerably 
well. When she came, in the course 
of her reading, to words of three or 
four syllables, she was sometimes at a 
loss to repeat them, if they were not 
words in very general use; but her 
plan was, when she had got any per- 
son to hear and correct her in reading 
a chapter once over, afterwards to read 
the same chapter by herself, and if she 
still found any difficulty, she would ask 
some one to hear her again, until she 
was able to read it without help. In 
this way she became well acquainted 
with several chapters of the Bible, and 
she placed slips of paper near those 
chapters which struck her as being im- 
portant, in order that she might: turn 
to them at a future time. ‘Soon after 
she began to learn to read, she asked one 
ty her a Bible, wha readily granted 
ver request ; but the print being rather 
too small for her to read with comfort, 
she afterwards obtained a Testament of 
a larger type, which she was able to 
use until within a‘ few months of her 
decease, and without any assistance to 
her eyesight until shé. was 107 years 
of age. . : 

She was very thankful to God for 
being enabled to read his holy word 
in her old age, for the spiritual blessing 
she had derived from the perusal, and 
for the pious instructions of Christian 
ministers and friends. She frequently 
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sessed by the children of the poor of 
this generation, beyond those of herself 
and others in the same rank of life 
when she was a child. She was strong- 
ly attached to the Church of England, 
though among her visitants there were 
those of other religious persuasions. 

About the end of the year 1815, she 
was incapable of going out of her house 
without assistance ; and as her daugh- 
ter’s employment frequently obliged her 
to be absent, her Testament, and her 
meditations were her chief companions. 
But it seemed as if Almighty God had 
an especial regard to her temporal 
comforts ; for just about this time, as 
she was sitting on a Sunday morning 
near the window, which was open, a 
little bird flew into the room, and I 
happened to go in at the time she 
and her daughter were trying to pre- 
vent its falling into the fire, and caught 
it in my hand. She obtained a cage 
for it; and none but those who have 
experienced the want of human socie- 
ty, and who can enter into the feelings 
of the poet— 

*€ The singing birds, the warbling winds, 

And water’s murm’ring fall, 

To praise the first Almighty Cause 

With different voices call ; 

Thy nuw’rous works exalt Thee thus, 

And shall | silent be ? 

No; rather let me cease to breathe, 

Thon cease from praising ‘Thee :—” 
None, I say, but.such can properly ap- 
preciate the delight which old Catha- 
rine felt when her little songster war- 
bled forth its melodious notes, at the 
same time affording its aged mistress 
innocent amusement, and exciting in 
her mind emotions of gratitude to God 
even for such a companion. 

During the following year (1816), 
her bodily infirmities increased, and 
her devotedness to God, and her de- 
pendence upon her Saviour, increased 
also. In the early part of the next year, 
(1817) she became still more weak, but 
her memory continued good on the 
whole: the “ weary wheels of life” 
seemed to be nearly standing still. 
She did not suffer much pain ; her ill- 
ness was, in fact, more the result of 
old age than of any particular disorder. 
A short time before she died, I went 
to pay her one of my accustomed visits, 
and fotnd her in a heavenly frame of 
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mind, though weak in body. She had 
recently lost her grand-daughter, who 
had died after three hours’ illness ; and 
this circumstance gave rise to some se~ 
rious conversation on death and eterni- 
ty; during which her resignation to 
30d, her trust in the Saviour, and the 
pious flow of her affections, appeared 
as great as ever they had been. After 
I had read a chapter in the Bible, we 
engaged in prayer; and when | had 
finished, she prayed with an audible 
voice, apparently as if her whole soul 
were wrapt up in what she was saying: 
“The blessing of God Almighty be 
upon us all——and may God hear 
that blessed prayer Jesus Christ 
hear us and may the Lord make 
us all blessed and happy both here and 
hereafter the Lord hear that prayer. 
Amen and Amen.” 

She now seemed fast hastening to the 
close of life; but with her heart and 
hopes fixed upon heaven. The day 
before she died I went to see her; she 
appeared to be sensible, but unable to 
speak audibly, except with great dif- 
ficulty. The only expression I could 
distinctly recognise was, “ Christ be 
merciful to my soul! She seemed in a 
true devotional frame; and when I re- 
peated the Lord’s Prayer, I could per- 
ceive the motion of her lips accompa- 
nying me. She then appeared to feel 
but little pain, and lingered without 
much suffering during the night; and 
about two o’clock in the morning, June 
2, 1817, in the 109th year of her age, 
quietly departed to enter into that 


“rest which remaineth for the people 
of God.” 
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[The communication to whieh the following is 
« reply, was written by a valuable corres- 
pondent, who resides at a distance; and who, 
we are satisfied, entertaining high respect for 
the personal and official character of Bishop 
Griswold, has no other obiect than to ad- 
vance the interests of religious trath. } 

For the Christian Journal. 


In the Christian Journal for January, 
1822, are some strictures on my last 
Pastoral Letter, by a writer; who has 
not given to the public his name. 
What is published to the world is open 
to criticism, and it is just and desirable 
that the errors of those who pretend to 
teach others, should be detected and 
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exposed. I claim no exemption from 
censure, and were my private charac- 
ter alone concerned, the pages of the 
Christian Journal would not in this 
case be occupied with any apology or 
defence. But considering that few 
only of those who read the Journal are 
likely to peruse the Pastoral Letter ; 
that in those strictures the letter is re- 
presented as containing errors, con- 
fusion, and inconsistency, which more 
than balance any good effect that 
otherwise it might produce; and conr 
sidering, from my holding {most un- 
worthily ) an office in the Church of our 
blessed Lord, such a representation of 
my ignorance of the truth, and inability 
to teach it, must almost necessarily 
have an evil effect, it becomes my du- 
ty, however repugnant to my feelings, 
or contrary to my former practice, to 
say someting, if there is any thing 
which [ can say, to prevent or repair, 
in some degree, the injury to religion. 

In the commencement of his ani- 
madversions, this writer declares gene- 
rally, that * the inconsistency, and con- 
fusion of ideas upon the subject of bap- 
tism, mar the delight” which might 
otherwise be received in reading the 
Pastoral Letter ; and instead of it, “ ex- 
cite regret.” And inthe close he adds, 
that I have “confused and bewildered 
a plain subject.” That such should 
be the effect of what I published, none 
certainly has more reason to “ regret” 
than myself. It is hoped that the 
“confusion of ideas,” if not * the in- 
consistency,” will charitably be ascrib- 
ed to want of discernment, rather than 
to error of doctrine. Indeed, this 
critic does not himself excel in persp- 
cuity, and it is somewhat unfortunate 
to the cause of truth, that the blind 
should be set to lead the blind. 

Another objection it seems is, that 
more was not said. To which I an- 
swer, that the address was thought to 
be sufficiently long. It was never 
doubted but much more, and things 
much better, might be said, by those to 
whom more wisdom is given. I wrote 
what occurred to me as most to my 
purpose, and as much, it is believed, as 
people will generally be disposed to 
sead. 

't is more partieularly urged, as an 
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unpardonable defeet, that “ nothing is 
explicitly said about the Holy Ghost. 
And this (he adds) would seem rather 
extraordinary, as at baptism we are 
received in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Does not this reason prove it to be 
equally “extraordinary,” that “ no- 
thing is explicitly said about” the Fa- 
ther 2 he subject of the address 
did not make it necessary, por did any 
thing render it expedient, to enter into 
the much controverted question of the 
effects of baptism. if any reader of 
the strictures has a desire to know 
whether the agency of the Divine 
Spirit in baptism is improperly exclud- 
ed, let him read pp. 18, 25, 27, 38, 
and 53, of the Pastoral Letter. Every 
thing good of a religious nature, re- 
ceived or done, is, I doubt not, by the 
aid of the Divine Spirit; the benefits 
of baptism and the Lord’s supper are 
far from being exceptions, ~~ 

This writer teaches that in baptism 
“we are surely invested with the gift of 
the Holy Ghost :? and declares that 
“this was certainly the construction 
put upon the sacrament by St. Peter, 
when he said to the converts, on the 
day of Pentecost, “ Repent and be 
baptized every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins, and ye skall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.” No Christian doubts 
tut he who shall “repent and be bap- 
tized,” will receive all the benefits of 
the sacrament. But was it “ certainly” 
Peter’s opinion that baptized persons 
who do not repent” shall receive the 
same gift? Was such his ‘ construc- 
tion” when he said to the baptized Si- 
mon, (offering money to purchase the 
gift of the Holy Ghost,) “Repent of 
this thy wickedness,” &c. &c. See 
Acts viii. 14—24. Who is it then 
that “confuses and bewilders a plain 
subject ?” 

Peter exhorts the converted multi- 
tude to “ be baptized for the remission 
of sins.” So was Saul exhorted by 
Ananias, And we all “believe in our 
baptism for the remission of sins.” 
But where do the Scriptures, or does 
the Church teach, that “ the gift of the 
Holy Ghost” is particularly the grace 
received in baptism? Peter indeed 
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promised to those who were baptized, 
in case they repented, that they should 
receive that gift ; but he does not say 
that they shall receive it at the time of 
their baptism, and through the minis- 
tration of that sacrament. And so far 
as we may judge from other like cases, 
the 3000 then baptized, did not receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, till some 
time after. In the 8th of Acts it is ex- 
pressly declared, that those baptized in 
Samaria by Philip, who was himself 
* full of the Holy Ghost,” did not re- 
eeive that gift, till tidings of this suc- 
cess had reached the Apostles in Jeru- 
salem, and two of their number, the 
same Peter with John, went down te 
Samaria, and (havmg “ prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost,”) id their hands on them. 
When too, as related in 19th of Acts, 
Paul asked certain disciples if they had 
received the Holy Ghost, it is evident 
from what follows that he supposed 
they had been baptized in the name 
ef the Holy Ghost. Of course it was 
not St. Paul’s opinion, that they who 
are baptized “ are surely invested with 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” ‘Those 
“ certain disciples,” when shown its ne- 
oessity, were baptized ; but it was not 
till St. Paul subsequently “ laid his hands 
upon them,” that “ the Holy Ghost 
came on them.” ‘This perfectly ac- 
cords with the view of our Church: 
it is in confirmation that she particular- 
ly looks and prays for this Divine gift. 
In her office for adult baptism, when 
the persons are baptized, and though 
they are supposed to be true penitents, 
and to have rightly received the sacra- 
ment, she afterwards prays God to give 
them the Holy Ghost. 

But this writer “ still feels astonish- 
ed” that I did not particularly say of 
baptized children, “ that they receiv- 
ed the Holy Ghost,” which there was 
no necessity for saying; nor does he 
produce any proof that with truth it 
may be said. 

He tells us further, that “the inward 
grace of the sacrament of baptism igs 
to be invested with all the privileges of 
the Christian covenant.” Visible mem- 
bership in the Church; a right to the 
laying on of hands in confirmation, 
and to eat, or (in the language of our 
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article) press with their teeth the bread 
in the Lord’s supper, are certainly 
among “ the privileges of the Christian 
covenant ;” and they may perhaps i 
the more lucid conceptions of this 
writer, be “inward grace.” I meant by 
the phrase, “adeath unto sin, and a new 
birth unto righteousness,” and believe, 
with the Church, that repentance and 
faith are necessary, in order to receive 
it. ‘The question is very natually ask- 
ed, “why then are infants baptized, 
when by reason of their tender age, 
they cannot perform” the repentance 
and faith, which are “ required of per- 
sons to be baptized r” And the Church 
answers, “ because they promise them 
both by their sureties, which promise, 
when they come to age, themselves are 
bound to perform.” But supposing 
that what is thus promised is never re- 
alized,—supposing, what we may well 
fear is not an uncommon ease, that the 
sponsors do not im their heart believe, 
and the child afterwards sins without 
repenting; does he certainly receive the 
same inward grace? Is there truly “a 
death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness?” Dare we positively 
affirm, and is it “ certainly the construc- 
tion of St. Peter,” that in such case the 
gift of the Holy Ghost is received ? 
“That our entrance into the visible 
church of Christ caa be an outward sign, 
is (to this writer) altogether unintel- 
ligible.” What I said is that “ their 
birth of water is their entrance inte 
the visible pale of God’s kingdom here 
on earth ;” and that it (the birth of 
water) is “ the outward, visible sign :” 
nor did I, at the time, suppose that ir 
required much acuteness of intellect to 
perceive that an ordinance, or, if he 
pleases, the ministration of an ordi- 
nance, which takes us into a visible 
state, may be an outward sign of some 
inward grace. ‘That it is “a sign” we 
have the authority of the 27th Article.. 
If he means that is an inward, or invisi- 
ble sign, it may to himself be “ intelli- 
gible.” ‘To confirm his meaning, and 
show the “confusion” of mine, he adds, 
“The outward sign in the Abrahamic 
sacrament was circumcision. In bap- 
tism it is water, and in the Lord’s sup- 
per bread and wine. And what are 
we to infer from this? that baptism 
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with water, is not what our Lord means 
by the birth of water ? 

Another of my inconsistencies no- 
ticed is making “the inward grace of 
baptism depend upon the faith and the 
prayers of the people.” If this writer 
believes that the child of an infidel, 
baptized by those (priest, sponsors, and 
eongregation,) who have no faith in 
Christ, and who on the occasion offer 
no prayers to God, receives the same 
spiritual benefit, the same inward grace, 
as the child of the pious Christian, 
offered up in faith and prayer by de- 
vout believers, and nurtured in the 
taith, as the Lord requires, (which, if 
his objection has any meaning, seems 
to be his doctrine) I shall no otherwise 
disturb his belief, than by observing 
that what [have advanced is agreeable 
to the article on baptism, which says, 
that in the administration of that sa- 
crament, * faith is confirmed, and grace 
cacreased by virtue of prayer unto 
God;” and also to the baptismal 
office, which requires all present to 
pray, both before and after the child’s 
baptism, for inward grace and other 
spiritual blessings. 

It is true that I said, (Pastoral Let- 
ter, p. 29,) that the prayers and thanks- 
giving are not essential to the validity of 
baptism. But by a vald baptism, is 
evidently meant a baptism which need 
not be repeated; which takes children 
into the visible church; and it is direct- 
ly after observed, that the prayers are 
not without use. V’hat I was particu- 
tarly teaching is, that “the outward 
and visible sign, given unto us, ordain- 
ed by Christ himself,” when ministered 
according to his appoinment, lays the 
person or child baptized under the 
ubligations of the Christian covenant ; 
though, as in private baptism, the 
prayers and responses should be omit- 
ted. But certainly there can be no 
occasion when it is more fitting, or 
more profitable, to offer the most hum- 
ble and earnest prayers to Almighty 
God, than at the administration of this 
sacrament. To doubt whether the 
spiritual blessings, whether “ the in- 
ward part or thing signified,” is obtain- 
ed, the rather for the faithful and de- 
vout supplications of God’s people, 
would secm as questioning our Lord’s 


[No. 7: 
promise to those who ask ; and his de« 
claration that God will give his Spirit 
to them who seek for it in prayer. In 
perfect accordance with this, as we 
learn from the example of the Apostles, 
it is essential to confirmation, that the 
“laying on of hands” should be accom- 
panied with prayer. “The good bi- 
shop” has not taught that grace is not 
increased by virtue of prayer unto God :” 
nor that faith is not necessary to the ob- 
taining of the inward part, or thing sig- 
nified in baptism. The contrary appears 
in several parts of the Pastoral Letter. 
See the quotation from St. Augustine, 
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This writer, however, is so charita- 
ble, that he will not charge me with 
su unfounded a notion as “that the 
thing signified does not ahoays accom- 
pany the sign.” To receive to one’s 
self undeserved praise, however ho- 
nourable or flattering it may be, savours 
of dishonesty: and truth constrains me 
to, acknowledge, that I am guilty of 
holding even this unfounded notion. 
The “sign” he tells us is water. The 
* thing signified,” we are ‘told by autho- 
rity which he appears to respect, is “ a 
death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness.” Ihave not yet attained 
to such faith in the opus operatum as 
to believe, that the mere application of 
water in baptism is necessarily or cer- 
tainly attended by such an “ inward 
and spiritual grace.” In my judg- 
ment, the spiritual benediction—the 
inward change—the full benefits sig- 
nified in the sacrament, are not receiv- 
ed without repentance and faith. And 
if the clear and explicit language of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, and 
of the sacred Scriptures given by in- 
spiration of God, are good authority, 
I see not to the contrary that this notion 
is well founded. 

But I am extending this apology be- 
yond the limits of my first intention. 
My Pastoral Letter is on a subject of 
much importance, and of some difficul- 
ty: a subject on which it seemed de- 
sirable that something should be writ- 
ten. It was given to the public with 
diffidence certainly, yet with the hum- 
ble hope that it possibly might, through 
God’s blessing, remove the misconcep- 
tions, or conscientious scruples of some 
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respecting the baptism of their children, 
and the office which, for that purpose, 
the Church has prescribed; or induce a 
more able pen to give us something 
better. Far as I can discern, this plain 
subject is not the less “confused and 
bewildered” for the criticisms of the 
writer to whom I have made this re- 
ply; nor has he convinced me of any 
one, though J doubt not but there may 
be many instances of incorrectness in 
the Pastoral Address. 

That God of his infinite mercy will 
grant to him and me, and to all who 
read what we have written, grace to 
receive the truth in our hearts, and dis- 
play it in our lives, is the humble, and, 
I trust, sincere prayer of 


A. V. GRISWOLD. 


P. S. The above was written imme- 
diately after I first saw the Strictures in 
the Christian Journal. Doubts respect- 
ing the expediency of its publication 
have caused this delay in sending it. 





Extracts from the Diary of Charles 
Glover, Esq. 

A Lonpon periodical for May, 1822, 
contains the life of Charles Glover, 
Esq. a pious layman, who died on the 
26th of August, 1821, in the 69th year 
of his age. In this sketch are incor- 
porated some extracts from his diary. 
The following is dated in July, 1818— 

“ Gracious and indulgent Lord! 
whilst looking through the window into 
this pleasant garden, I am blessed with 
the sight of my dearest wife and be- 
loved sister, taking their evening walk, 
looking after their innocent charge, 
gathering seed, and cropping the fading 
flowers. With emotions of gratitude 
and thankfulness I exclaim, Happy 
saints! peace be unto you! may your 
innocent amusements continue—may 
you long live in the enjoyment of your 
garden, and your God! May you es- 
cape those snares and temptations which 
may assault you when I am taken from 
you, and removed to my Father’s house! 
May his indulgent care, whose gracious 
providence brought you to this place, 
still preside over you; and-may a grate- 
ful remembrance of the many happy 
days we have spent together in this se- 
questered spot bind vovr hearts stifl 
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closer to himself—may he be your 
guardian, protector, and guide! I must, 
according to the course of time, soon 
leave you, or you me; but it will be 
only for a time, a short space, and 
then we shall assuredly meet again, to 
enjoy a blissful immortality with him 
and his; and with his whom we have 
known and loved on earth; and with 
him, whom, having not seen, we love 
imperfectly, yet sincerely in this lower 
world. ‘To you, my dear wife and be- 
loved sister, I must one day say, Fare- 
well!—yes, Lam daily bidding you the 
farewell, not of sorrow, or anguish, or 
regret—but of serenity, of peace, and 
of love. Happy, indeed, have we been 
in life, and shall we be less happy in 
death? O,no! In looking through this 
window I behold you with pleasure, be- 
cause I behold you happy; but even to 
you also I must one day say, Farewell! 
I begin to be more familiarized, and less 
affected with these words, ‘farewell’ 
and ‘death,’ than I had used to be; per- 
mit me, then, my dear friends, to in- 
dulge myself in the sacred pleasure of 
repeating them, for if it be a pleasure to 
die, as [hope it will, why not enjoy the 
pleasure of dying daily. Yes; and you 
also, my fond attachments, you must 
all be loosened, in order to be dissolved, 
ere long; and why not gradually loosen- 
ed, in order to be broken up, and re- 
ceive still stronger attachments, over 
which even death itself shall have no 
control. Every prudent man wishes to 
have his day’s work performed before 
he lays himself down to rest. I also am 
desirous of having my ‘ farewells’ finish- 
ed in good time, that, when the night 
of death shall come, I may have no- 
thing to do, but to die. Farewell, then, 
ye sacred walks, ye fruitful tees, and 
fragrant flowers! Farewell, thou time- 
piece dial, whose faithful shadow has 
oft admonished me of moving time! be 
faithful still, and say to all who follow 
me, ‘ My Master’s hour is up, and he is 
gone, nor can you long remain.” And 
thou, famed image, Ceres, standing firm 
on thy proud pedestal, as if protectress 
of the shady bower, shall I bid thy 
sculptured form farewell? Whatever 
thou wast to pagan Greeks, to me no 
idol hast thou ever been; Farewell, 
thou pleasant garden and cofivenient 
28 
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exposed. I claim no exemption from 
censure, and were my private charac- 
ter alone concerned, the pages of the 
Christian Journal would not in this 
case be occupied with any apology or 
defence. But considering that few 
only of those who read the Journal are 
likely to peruse the Pastoral Letter ; 
that in those strictures the letter is re- 
presented as containing errors, con- 
fusion, and inconsistency, which more 
than balance any good effect that 
otherwise it might produce; and conr 
sidering, from my holding {most un- 
worthily) an office in the Church of our 
blessed Lord, such a representation of 
my ignorance of the truth, and inability 
to teach it, must almost necessarily 
have an evil effect, it becomes my du- 
ty, however repugnant to my feelings, 
or contrary to my former practice, to 
say someting, if there is any thing 
which [ can say, to prevent or repair, 
in some degree, the injury to religion. 

In the commencement of his ani- 
madversions, this writer declares gene- 
rally, that “ the inconsistency, and con- 
fusion of ideas upan the subject of bap- 
tism, mar the delight” which might 
otherwise be received in reading the 
Pastoral Letter ; and instead of it, “ ex- 
cite regret.” And inthe close he adds, 
that I have “confused and bewildered 
a plain subject.” That such should 
be the effect of what I published, none 
certainly has more reason to “ regret” 
than myself. It is hoped that the 
“confusion of ideas,” if not the in- 
consistency,” will chaiitably be ascrib- 
ed to want of discernment, rather than 
to error of doctrine. Indeed, this 
critic does not himself excel in persp- 
cuity, and it is somewhat unfortunate 
to the cause of truth, that the blind 
should be set to lead the blind. 

Another objection it seems is, that 
more was not said. ‘To which I an- 
swer, that the address was thought to 
be sufficiently long. It was never 
doubted but much more, and things 
much better, might be said, by those to 
whom more wisdom is given. I wrote 
what occurred to me as must to my 
purpose, and as much, it is believed, as 
people will generally be disposed to 
scad. 

't is more partieularly urged, as an 


unpardonable defeet, that “ nothing is 
explicitly said about the Holy Ghost. 
And this (he adds) would seem rather 
extraordinary, as at baptism we are 
received in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Does not this reason prove it to be 
equally “extraordinary,” that “ no- 
thing is explicitly said about” the Fa- 
ther ? he subject of the address 
did not make it necessary, nor did any 
thing render it expedient, to enter into 
the much controverted question of the 
effects of baptism. if any reader of 
the strictures has a desire to know 
whether the agency of the Divine 
Spirit in baptism is improperly exclud- 
ed, let him read pp. 18, 25, 27, 38, 
and 53, of the Pastoral Letter. Every 
thing good of a religious nature, re- 
ceived or done, is, I doubt not, by the 
aid of the Divine Spirit; the benefits 
of baptism and the Lord’s supper are 
far from being exceptions, ~~ 

This writer teaches that in baptism 
“we are surely invested with the gift of 
the Holy Ghost: and declares that 
“this was certainly the construction 
put upon the sacrament by St. Peter, 
when he said to the converts, on the 
day of Pentecost, “ Repent und be 
baptized every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins, and ye skall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.” No Christian doubts 
hut he who shall “repent and be bap- 
tized,” will receive all the benefits of 
the sacrament. But was it “ certainly” 
Peter’s opinion that baptized persons 
who do not repent” shall receive the 
same gift? Was such his “ construc- 
tion” when he said to the baptized Si- 
mon, (offering money to purchase the 
gift of the Holy Ghost,) “Repent of 
this thy wickedness,” &c. &c. See 
Acts viii, 14—-24. Who is it then 
that “confuses and bewilders 3 plain 
subject °” 

Peter exhorts the converted multi- 
tude to “ be baptized for the remission 
of sins.” So was Saul exhorted by 
Ananias, _And we all “ believe in our 
baptism for the remission of sins.” 
But where do the Scriptures, or does 
the Church teach, that “the gift of the 
Holy Ghost” is particularly the grace 
received in baptism? Peter indeed 
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promised to those who were baptized, 
in case they repented, that they should 
receive that gift ; but he does not say 
that they shall receive it at the time of 
their baptism, and through the minis- 
tration of that sacrament. And so far 
as we may judge from other like cases, 
the 3000 then baptized, did not receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, till some 
time after. In the 8th of Acts it is ex- 
pressly declared, that those baptized in 
Samaria by Philip, who was himself 
* full of the Holy Ghost,” did not re- 
eeive that gift, till tidings of this suc- 
cess had reached the Apostles in Jeru- 
salem, and two of their number, the 
same Peter with John, went down te 
Samaria, and (havmg “ prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost,”) lid their hands on them. 
When too, as related in 19th of Acts, 
Paul asked certain disciples if they had 
received the Holy Ghost, it is evident 
from what follows that he supposed 
they had been baptized in the name 
ef the Holy Ghost. Of course it was 
not St. Paul’s opinion, that they who 
are baptized “ are surely invested with 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Those 
“ certain disciples,” when shown its ne- 
oessity, were baptized ; but it was not 
till St. Paul subsequently “ laid his hands 
upon them,” that “ the Holy Ghost 
came on them.” ‘This perfectly ac- 
cords with the view of our Church: 
it is in confirmation that she particular- 
ly looks and prays for this Divine gift. 
In her office for adult baptism, when 
the persons are baptized, and though 
they are supposed to be true penitents, 
and to have rightly received the sacra- 
ment, she afterwards prays God to give 
them the Holy Ghost. 

But this writer “ still feels astonish- 
ed” that I did not particularly say of 
baptized children, “ that they receiv- 
ed the Holy Ghost,” which there was 
no necessity for saying; nor does he 
produce any proof that with truth it 
may be said. 

He tells us further, that “ the inward 
grace of the sacrament of baptism is 
to be invested with all the privileges of 
the Christian covenant.” Visible mem- 
bership in the Church; a right to the 
laying on of hands in confirmation, 
and to eat, or (in the language of our 
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article) press with their teeth the bread 
in the Lord’s supper, are certainly 
among “ the privileges of the Christian 
covenant ;” and they may perhaps ht 
the more lucid conceptions of this 
writer, be “inward grace.” I meant by 
the phrase, “‘adeath unto sin, and a new 
birth unto righteousness,” and believe, 
with the Church, that repentance and 
faith are necessary, in order to receive 
it. ‘The question is very natually ask- 
ed, “why then are infants baptized, 
when by reason of their tender age, 
they cannot perform” the repentance 
and faith, which are “ required of per- 
sons to be baptized r”” And the Church 
answers, “ because they promise them 
both by their sureties, which promise, 
when they come to age, themselves are 
bound to perform.” But supposing 
that what is thus promised is never re- 
alized,—supposing, what we may well 
fear is not an uncommon ease, that the 
sponsors do not in their heart believe, 
and the child afterwards sins without 
repenting; does he certainly receive the 
same inward grace? Is there truly “a 
death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness?” Dare we positively 
affirm, and is it “ certainly the construc- 
tion of St. Peter,” that in such case the 
gift of the Holy Ghost is received ? 
“That our entrance into the visible 
church of Christ can be an outward sign, 
is (to this writer) altogether unintel- 
ligible.’ What I said is that “ their 
birth of water is their entrance inte 
the visible pale of God’s kingdom here 
on earth ;” and that it (the birth of 
water) is “ the outward, visible sign :” 
nor did I, at the time, suppose that it 
required much acuteness of intellect to 
perceive that an ordinance, or, if he 
pleases, the ministration of an ordi- 
nance, which takes us into a visible 
state, may be an outward sign of some 
inward grace. ‘That it is “a sign” we 


have the authority of the 27th Article. 


If he means that is an inward, or invisi- 
ble sign, it may to himself be “ intelli- 
gible.” ‘To confirm his meaning, and 
show the “confusion” of mine, he adds, 
“The outward sign in the Abrahamic 
sacrament was circumcision. In bap- 
tism it is water, and in the Lord’s sup- 
per bread and wine. And what are 
we to infer from this? that baptisms 
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with water, is not what our Lord means 
by the birth of water ? 

Another of my inconsistencies no- 
ticed is making “the inward grace of 
baptism depend upon the faith and the 
prayers of the people.” If this writer 
believes that the child of an infidel, 
baptized by those (priest, sponsors, and 
<ongregation,) who have no faith in 
Christ, and who on the occasion offer 
no prayers to God, receives the sanie 
spiritual benefit, the same inward grace, 
as the child of the pious Christian, 
offered up in faith and prayer by de- 
vout believers, and nurtured in the 
taith, as the Lord requires, (which, if 
his objection has any meaning, seems 
to be his doctrine) I shall no otherwise 
disturb his belief, than by observing 
that what Ihave advanced is agreeable 
to the article on baptism, which says, 
that in the administration of that sa- 
crament, * faith is confirmed, and grace 
zacreased by virtue of prayer unto 
God;” and also to the baptismal 
office, which requires all present to 
pray, both before and after the child’s 
baptism, for inward grace and other 
spiritual blessings. 

It is true that I said, (Pastoral Let- 
ter, p. 29,) that the prayers and thanks- 
giving are not essential to the validity of 
baptism. But by a valid baptism, is 
evidently meant a baptism which need 
not be repeated; which takes children 
into the visible church; and it is direct- 
ly after observed, that the prayers are 
not without use. What I was particu- 
tarly teaching is, that “the outward 
and visible sign, given unto us, ordain- 
ed by Christ himself,’ when ministered 
according to his appoinment, lays the 
person or child baptized under the 
vbligations of the Christian covenant ; 
though, as in private baptism, the 
prayers and responses should be omit- 
ted. But certainly there can be no 
occasion when it is more fitting, or 
more profitable, to offer the most hum- 
ble and earnest prayers to Almighty 
God, than at the administration of this 


sacrament. To doubt ‘vhether the 


spiritual blessings, whether “ the in- 
ward part or thing signified,” is obtain- 
ed, the rather for the faithful and de- 
vout supplications of God’s people, 
would secm as questioning our Lord’s 


[No. 7. 
promise to those who ask ; and his dee 
claration that God will give his Spirit 
to them who seek for it in prayer. In 
perfect accordance with this, as we 
learn from the example of the Apostles, 
it is essential to confirmation, that the 
“Jaying on of hands” should be accom- 
panied with prayer. “The good bi- 
shop” has not taught that grace is not 
increased by virtue of prayer unto God :” 
nor that faith is not necessary to the ob- 
taining of the inward part, or thing sig- 
nified in baptism. The contrary appears 
in several parts of the Pastoral Letter. 
See the quotation from St. Augustine, 


9 
awe 


This writer, however, is so charita- 
ble, that he will not charge me with 
su unfounded a notion as “that the 
thing signified does not aheays accom- 
pany the sign.” To receive to one’s 
self undeserved praise, however ho- 
nourable or flattering it may be, savours 
of dishonesty : and truth constrains me 
to, acknowledge, that I am guilty of 
holding even this unfounded notion. 
The “sign” he tells us is water. The 
“ thing signified,” we are:told by autho- 
rity which he appears to respect, is “a 
death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness.” Ihave not yet attained 
to such faith in the opus operatum as 
to believe, that the mere application of 
water in baptism is necessarily or cer- 
tainly attended by such an “ inward 
and spiritual grace.” In my judg- 
ment, the spiritual benediction—the 
inward change—the full benefits sig- 
nified in the sacrament, are not receiv- 
ed without repentance and faith. And 
if the clear and explicit language of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, and 
of the sacred Scriptures given by in- 
spiration of God, are good authority, 
I see not to the contrary that this notion 
is well founded. ) 

But I am extending this apology be- 
yond the limits of my first intention. 
My Pastoral Letter is on a subject of 
much importance, and of some difficul- 
ty: a subject on which it seemed de- 
sirable that something should be writ- 
ten. It was given to the public with 
diffidence certainly, yet with the hum- 
ble hope that it possibly might, through 
God’s blessing, remove the misconcep- 
tions, or conscientious scruples of some 
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respecting the baptism of their children, 
and the office which, for that purpose, 
the Church has prescribed; or induce a 
more able pen to give us something 
better. Far as I can discern, this plain 
subject is not the less “ confused and 
bewildered” for the criticisms of the 
writer to whom I have made this re- 
ply; nor has he convinced me of any 
one, though J doubt not but there may 
be many instances of incorrectness in 
the Pastoral Address. 

That God of his infinite merey will 
grant to him and me, and to all who 
read what we have written, grace to 
receive the truth in our hearts, and dis- 
play it in our lives, is the humble, and, 
I trust, sincere prayer of 

A. V. GRISWOLD. 


P. S. The above was written imme- 
diately after I first saw the Strictures in 
the Christian Journal. Doubts respect- 
ing the expediency of its publication 
have caused this delay in sending it. 





Extracts from the Diary of Charles 
Glover, Esq. 

A Lonpon periodical for May, 1822, 
contains the life of Charles Glover, 
Esq. a pious layman, who died on the 
26th of August, 1821, in the 69th year 
of his age. In this sketch are incor- 
porated some extracts from his diary. 
The following is dated in July, 1818— 

“ Gracious and indulgent Lord! 
whilst looking through the window into 
this pleasant garden, I am blessed with 
the sight of my dearest wife and be- 
loved sister, taking their evening walk, 
looking after their innocent charge, 
gathering seed, and cropping the fading 
flowers. With emotions of gratitude 
and thankfulness I exclaim, Happy 
saints! peace be unto you! may your 
innocent amusements continue—may 
you long live in the enjoyment of your 
garden, and your God! May you es- 
cape those snares and temptations which 
may assault you when I am taken from 
you, and removed to my Father’s house! 
May his indulgent care, whese gracious 
providence brought you to this place, 
still preside over you; and-may a grate- 
ful remembrance of the many happy 
days we have spent together in this se- 
questered spot bind vour hearts stifl 

Vor. VE 
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closer to himself—may he be your 
guardian, protector, and guide! I must, 
according to the course of time, soon 
leave you, or you me; but it will be 
only for a time, a short space, and 
then we shall assuredly meet again, to 
enjoy a blissful immortality with him 
and his; and with his whom we have 
known and loved on earth; and with 
him, whom, having not seen, we love 
imperfectly, yet sincerely in this lower 
world. To you, my dear wife and be- 
loved sister, Fou one day say, Fare- 
well !—yes, Lam daily bidding you the 
farewell, not of sorrow, or anguish, or 
regret——but of serenity, of peace, and 
of love. Happy, indeed, have we been 
in life, and shall we be less happy in 
death? O, no! In looking through this 
window I behold you with pleasure, be- 
cause I behold you happy; but even to 
you also I must one day say, Farewell! 
I begin to be more familiarized, and less 
affected with these words, ‘farewell’ 
and ‘death,’ than I had used to be; per- 
mit me, then, my dear friends, to in- 
dulge myself in the sacred pleasure of 
repeating them, for if it be a pleasure to 
die, as I hope it will, why not enjoy the 
pleasure of dying daily. Yes; and you 
also, my fond attachments, you must 
all be loosened, in order to be dissolved, 
ere long; and why not gradually loosen- 
ed, in order to be broken up, and re- 
ceive still stronger attachments, over 
which even death itself shall have ne 
control. Every prudent man wishes to 
have his day’s work performed before 
he lays himself down to rest. I also am 
desirous of having my ‘ farewells’ finish- 
ed in good time, that, when the night 
of death shall come, I may have no- 
thing to do, but to die. Farewell, then, 
ye sacred walks, ye fruitful trees, and 
fragrant flowers! Farewell, thou time- 
piece dial, whose faithful shadow has 
oft admonished me of moving time! be 
faithful still, and say to all who follow 
me, ‘ My Master’s hour is up, and he is 
gone, nor can you long remain.’ And 
thou, famed image, Ceres, standing firm 
on thy proud pedestal, as if protectress 
of the shady bower, shall I bid thy 
sculptured form farewell? Whatever 
thou wast to pagan Greeks, to me no 
idol hast thou ever been; Farewell, 
thou pleasant garden and cofivenient 
a2) 
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house! your kind accommodations I 
have long enjoyed, and blessed the hand 
that gave them! but my heart has been 
above them all, and my affections fixed 
on him who made youall. And to you, 
‘my faithful servants, I would bid a fear- 
less and a short farewell! hoping and 
expecting, ere long, to meet you safe in 
heaven, where distinctions and death 
shall alike be done away, and spirits 
part no more! My commands have, I 
hope, been reasonable; yours hath been 
a willing and cheerful obedience, ¢ not 
with eye-service, as men-pleasers, but 
in singleness of heart, fearing God.’ 
May this fear arid holy circumspection 
be constantly increasing when I am re- 
moved from you; and should you at 
any future time be tempted to sin against 
heaven, (which God forbid) remember 
you once had a master who watched for 
your souls. Farewell, my friends and 
my acquaintance ! each time I meet vou 
I say, Farewell! not knowing we shall 
ever meet again in this land of shadows; 
‘ for what is our life? it is even a va- 
pour, that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away.’ And you, 
mine enemies, where are you? I hope 
I have none—so that on your account 
I need not reserve a single farewell. 
But I forget myself; one enemy I have, 
and one alone—the enemy of all man- 
kind; with him I will not shake hands, 
but hold my peace till I arrive on yon- 
der happy shore, and then I will exult- 
ingly shout, “Grim death, farewell!’ 
¥ am leaving a parad‘se on earth to en- 
ter the paradise of God, and of glorified 
spirits. I leave not earth with regret, 
or in disgust, far otherwise; for my 
Lord hath favoured me above many: I 
am still as it well becometh me, con- 
tented and happy, willing to continue 
as long as he shall be pleased to appoint 
this earth as my abode. Yes, Lord, 
thou hast given me much, but promised 
me more—I am rich in possession, 
richer in reversion—hence my expecta- 
tions are elevated. I have a hope full 
of immortality, which nothing below 
can satisfy; things seen 2ad temporal 
court my esteem, and bid high for my 
affections, but are outbidden by things 
unseen and eternal! 








—— Yeu, blessed Jesus! 
Thea ert, ef af chy gifts, thas the erown? 
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“Thou hast been the source of my 
happiness, and the centre of my joy 
from my youth up. Before I received 
these great temporal blessings I was 
happy in thy love alone, and shall be 
so again when these are all left behind. 


* Blessed Redeemer! 

E’er since by faith | saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die. 





And shall be after I have passed the 
barrier of death: for when I cease to 
breathe I shall not cease to live; my 
soul will still continue in active exist- 
ence, though unseen by mortals. All 
the time I have sojourned upon earth, 
its actings and operations have been 
perceived through the medium of the 
bodily organs, but itself has never been 
rendered visible; and yet, though un- 
seen, it did really exist, and shall for 
ever live, when death itselfis dead. But, 
O my soul! however conversant with 
life, what knowest thou of death? Thou 
hast never grappled with this king of 
terrors—true; but my Saviour hath, 
and overcome death also, not only in 
his own body, but in his body the 
Church, yea, in his weakest and most 
enfeebled members. 

“ But death may, and often does ap- 
pear in most dreadful array; and this 
may be my case. Indeed it may; I 
have no claim, no merit—I am a poor, 
timid, distrustful, unworthy creature, 
and have been through life; yet God 
hath wonderfully supported me, and 
brought me through difficulties and dan- 
gers innumerable. In looking back, I 
can truly say, ‘ Thou, Lord, hast 


brought affliction upon my loins, hast’ 


caused men to ride over my head—hast 
brought me through fire and through 
water—and yet, after all, bast brought 
me out into a wealthy place.’ I know 
that God is a sovereign, as well in death 
as in life, and from the many and great 
favours with which I have been blessed 
in life, l may, perhaps, be less favoured 


in death ; but even this is no argument 


against faith; I may both fear and feel 
much, and if he be pleased for a time to 
leave me in that awful hour to my own 
weakness, (as he justly may) the con- 
flict of expiring nature (though not ona 
cross) may be dreadful indeed: still it 
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is but a conflict, and conflicts, in the 
yery nature of things, cannot last long. 
That cloud which separates me from 
the view of my earthly friends having 
once passed, IL enter glory. Faith in 
the blessed Redeemer bids me be fear- 
less; and past experience also seems 
gently to whisper, ‘ Be of good caurage, 
fear not.’ Why art thou now, O my 
soul! rejoicing in hope, whilst many, 
at this moment in perfect health, as 
thyself, and death apparently at a dis- 
tance, are nevertheless full of trembling 
expectation, and ‘a fearful looking for 
of judgment and. fiery indignation,’ 
while hope is an anchor to my soul? [ 
will, therefore, bless God, and take 
courage, and say to my soul, ‘ Be 
strong,’ yea, ‘be strong.’ Let me not 
forget how awful and frightful the most 
distant prospect of death used to ap- 
pear, but now, blessed be God, it is not 
so; with many of my dear friends have 
I lately parted, and looked into their 
graves without dismay. Death’s visage 
is changed, and his countenance seems 
to brighten as he approaches; and, 
however timid and weak in myself, why 
should | distrust a faithful God, who 
has never yet failed me? What is this 
noise in my ears, but the distant shout 
of death?—and this trembling of the 
hands, but his nearer advance. Yes; 
thou invader of mankind! TE understand 
thy summons, and am waiting thy ap- 
proach. What a mercy, that the sound 
in my ears is not the sound of terror in 
my heart—that this shaking of the 
hands is not the shaking of guilt, of ex- 
cess, nor of intemperance, but only the 
weakness of the tremulous nerves, 


* Which, pluck’d a little more, 
Will toll my bl, 
And set my ransom’d spirit free.” 


“If I have one earthly wish more 
predominant than another, it is this, 
that I may discover no cowardice in 
death, nor dishonour God by a fretful 
impatience at bodily pain; nor suffer 
the last enemy to surprise me unawares, 
or take me by the throat as a reluctant 
criminal, but that | may meet him, and 
welcome him with the smile of holy 
fortitude, of faithful prayer, and fervent 
praise. But all must be left to the dis- 
posal of him who doeth all things after 
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the counsel of his own will. I oughtnot 
to have a single wish— it is mine to 
obey, it is his to provide ; it is mine to 
be watchful, and prayerful, and circum- 
spect ; to keep a conscience void of of- 
fence, and to dress up my soul for the 
marriage feast in that marriage garment 
provided by my Lord, which will beau- 
tify and fit me for the converse of an+ 
gels and glorified spirits. Thus may I 
be working out my own salvation, ex- 
periencing thy divine power, working 
in me both to will and to do—looking 
to Jesus for that grace, both promised, 
and provided, and treasured up in thy 
blessed self, to enrich and adorn thy 
believing people: and thus looking, and 
thus living the life—why should I fear 
dying the death of the righteous, and 
finding my last end and blessed eter- 
nity to be like his? One thing is cer- 
tain—having once passed the boundary 
of death, I have nothing to fear, having 
not a doubt of a blissful immortality ; 
surely, then, he who now enables me 
to look on the other side the grave with 
hope, cannot want power to keep me 
on this side devoid of fear. Ere long, 
I hope with calm serenity to say, Fare- 
well,thou sun and moon! Farewell, ye 
stars of light! and thou, mighty mole- 
hill, earth, farewell! In the anticipa~ 
tion of this hope may we live, in the 
comfort of it may we die. 
“ Amen, and Amen.” 

The next extract is dated March 10, 
1821, and seems to have been written 
on the first attack of the disease whicl: 
terminated in his death. 

* But a few weeks since I was re- 
marking, that I could scarcely bring 
myself to conclude that I wasin years. 
feeling nothing like decay, either in 
body or mind; but this week has 
brought me a true token, a watery 
swollen leg. Yes, my dear friends ! 
but be not cast down; 
my dearly beloved wife and sister; ra- 
ther let us rejoice that I have been so 
long preserved in, the use and. enjoy- 
ment of my health and my limbs—let 
us rejoice that this disease, whatever it 
may be, has not been brought on by 
imprudence or intemperance, but by 
the permission and appointment of an 
all-wise God. * Disease invades the 
chastest temperance.’ 
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“This may be the advanced guard 
of death! well, be it so; I have no- 


thing to fear, but every thing to hope. 


To me, ‘ to live is Christ,’ and, I trust, 
to die will be gain.’ It is true I may, 
as I often have done, fear afilictions, 
and tremble at the approach of the 
king of terrors, for they are the eflects 
of sin, for which I ought to be greatly 
humbled; yet I have an interest in the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven, 
who conducts his people to heaven. 
Lord! thou knowest I have delighted 
to honour thee in life, O! suffer me not 
to dishonour thee in death by inapa- 
tience, fretfuiness, or discontent—for 
thou knowest I am naturally a poor, ti- 
mid, fearful, unbelieving creature. I 
have sometimes wished to depart in 
sleep, that I might not dishonour thee 
in my last moments, but this is unbe- 
lieving cowardice :— 
* Unly receive my soul to thee; 
The manner and the time be thine.” 


“Why should I distrust a God so 
faithful and so kind—who hath dealt 
so bountifully with me through life ? 
Where shall another be found who hath 
received so many blessings and bene- 
fits? Where shall be found a family, 
and friends, and servants, so dear, so 
peaceful, and so happy? Surely Ihave 
been blessed above many, and have 
more than faith to support my creed. 
‘What know I of sickness, or sorrow, or 
pain, or adversity, compared with 
others? I am laid under the deepest ob- 
ligation to love and rerve my God. O! 
that I could be always praising, instead 
of distrusting—for even now unbelief 
is suggesting, ‘ But how shall I stand if 
jt should please God to bring me into 
deep waters?’ Hitherto ‘ I have only 
ran with the footmen, how shall U con- 
tend with horses?’ Lord! ‘ may thy 
grace be sufficient for me.’ In the 
swelling of the Jordan of death, ‘ may 
thy strength be made perfect in my 
weakness.’ I have, indeed, great rea- 
son to distrust myself, my sinful self, 
but no reason to distrust a faithful God 
—nor have you, my dearest wife and 
sister; he has given you much, and he 
will give you more grace; will supply 
all your need out of his abundant ful- 
ness—he will support you under all cir- 
cumstances, and in all dangers. We 
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must part from each other for atime, 
but never from our best Friend, either in 
time or ineternity. His grace hath en- 
abled us to bear up against the storms 
of prosperity, and he is Almighty to 
sustain us in the hour of adversity, 
‘ able to save to the uttermost.’ May 
we trust and not be afraid, for ‘ the 
Lord Jehovah is our strength and our 
song, and will be our salvation.’ Yes! 
my dear friends! I am to continue with 
you his appointed time, and I am wil- 
ling to stay with you, for I have every 
possible tie that heart could wish to 
bind me to earth, and to you; but when 
my Father, my Friend, and Redeemer, 
says, 
* Come, come away— 
1 must, 1 would obey.” 

You must, you would resign; yea, and 
follow me too, for there 

* Our best friends and kindred dwell— 

There God our Saviour reigns.’ 

He, who best knows when to bring us 
into this world, and when to unite our 
hearts, knows best when to take us out: 
* Peace, then, our »ngry pxssions still, 
Let each rebellious sigh 
Be subject to his sovereign will, 
And ev’ry murmur die” 

¢ And will ye, my dear friends! at- 
tempt to make the rent mantle of flesh 
more lovely by the clothing of a fringed 
shroud, or the decoration of blooming 
flowers? ‘Vain attempt! yet kind, as 
flowing from that principle of love to 
its once animated spirit, now fled, now 
happy ! 

“Weep not for me, thou lovely widow- 
ed wife! weep not for me, thou lovely 
widowed sister! weep not for your- 
selves! we are all safe, and shall soon 
be all happy together; separated yet 
undivided, even in death. We met on 
earth to live in love and -peace—we 
meet in heaven to part no more! Our 
union on earth was sweet, our separa- 
tion shall be short, and our re-union 
eternal |” 
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From the Missionary Register, for April, 1824. 
Instances of the Influence of Religion 
on the Negroes at Regent’s Town, 
Sierra Leone. 
From the communications of Mr. 
Johnson, [te the Church Missionary 
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Society,] we extract some exemplifica- 
tions of the powerful influence of true 
religion on the minds of his people. 

In examining some candidates for 
baptism, Mr. Johnson was so much 
struck by the intelligent piety of one of 
the women, that he has sent a copy of 
the examination to the committee. It 
here follows :— 

Question. How long have you felt 
desirous of being baptized ? 

Answer. Since you came from Eng- 
land, Sir. 

Q. How did you become first desirous ? 

A. Some words which you talk in the 
church make me fraid. 

Q. Can you tell me those words, 
which made you afraid ? 

A. Yes, Sir. You say, ‘‘ Suppose a 
man or woman die, and not born again 
by the Spirit of God, they cannot go to 
God ;” and then you talk about them 
people, how they stand, [pointed out 
the character of those who were not 
born again] and then I think that me— 
me do all them thing ; and that make 
me fraid. . 

Q. If you have been bad before, you 
do not any thing bad now; you are 
very good this time, are you not? 

A. Massa, me very bad; me heart 
full of sin, and that trouble me. 

Q. I suppose, then, when you are 
baptized, you think you shall be better? 

A. No, Massa; that no make me 
good: the Lord Jesus Christ, him one 
only can make me good, and ‘can 
save me; and for that I want to follow 
him. 

Q. Who is Jesus Christ? 

A. The Son of God. 

. What did he do to save you? 

A. He dieupon the cross for sinners. 

Q. Are you a sinner? 

A. Too much, Massa. 

Q. Where is the Lord Jesus Christ 
ROW P 

A. He live in heaven. 

Q. What is he doing there? 

A. Pray for sinners. 

Q. How many Gods are there ? 

A. One: God the Son, God the Fa- 
ther, and God the Holy Ghost—I mis- 
take: it is God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 

Q. You say three times God; are 
there not three Gods ? 
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A. No, Massa; them three be one 
God. 

Q. Can you tell me who made you? 

A. God the Father. 

Q. Who redeemed you? 

A. God the Son; and God the Holy 
Ghost teach me. 

Q. What does God the Holy Ghost 
teach you ? 

A. He show me my sin. 

Q. Does he teach any thing else ? 

A. Yes; he show people that they 
can be saved by Jesus Christ. 

Q. When he has shown them that, 
does he teach them any thing else ? 

A. He make them heart feel glad : 
he give them peace. 

QQ. Can you tell me what is the out- 
ward thing in baptism? (Was silent.) 
Y mean, what does the minister take 
when he baptizes people P 

A. Water. 

Q. Does that wash your sins away ? 

A. I don’t know. No, I think not. 

Q. Does water baptize both your 
body and soul? You know that you 
have a body and a soul. 

A. Yes, I know; but the Holy Ghost 
must baptize the soul. 

Q. What then is spiritual baptism ? 
(Was silent.) I mean, what is true 
baptism ? 

A. The Holy Ghost baptism. 

QQ. Can you tell me what people eat 
and drink when they come to the Lord’s 
table ? 

A. Bread and wine. 

@. And what does the soul eat and 
drink? (Was silent.) I mean, while 
we look to Jesus Christ, and remember 
his dying love, what do our souls spi- 
ritually receive ? 

A. The body and blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Q. You said before, that the Son of 
God redeemed you; what did he re- 
deem or save you with ? 

A. He pay his own blood for sinners. 

Q. Why don’t you say for mz? 

A. Me fraid, Massa; me so bad, me 
can’t say “for me” yet. 

Q. Tell me, did not you know any 
thing before you felt your sins ? 

A. No, Massa; me know nothing 
before : me careless: me no hear: but 
when I see all the bad things I do be- 
fore, then I glad to hear something. 
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Q. Do you think you shall do good 
now P 

A. O Massa! if God help me, I 
want to do good; but I cannot do any 
thing by myself. I hope the Lord will 
help me—me bad too much—I sorry 
for myself. 

Q. Do you pray? 

A. Yes, I pray; but I am fraid God 
no hear my prayer. 

Q. Do not you feel glad sometimes 
when you pray? 

A. Yes, Sir; I feel sometimes glad, 
and sometimes sorry. 

Q. Do you believe that the Lord Je- 
sus Christ is able to save you ? 

A. Sometimes I am afraid, because 
my sins too much; but he is God, and 
can do all things : that make me glad. 

Here the examination ended, greatly, 
as may be supposed, to my satisfaction. 

Others who were also examined, gave 
similar answers: but I would observe, 
that all cannot answer so correctly and 
judiciously as this woman; and, there- 
fore, her examination must not be taken 
as a general case; though I do not 
baptize any, unless my mind is satis- 
fied that a work of grace is begun. 
Their knowledge sometimes differs, 
but not materially. Some cannot speak 
in my presence, while they can do so 
before Tamba or Davis : some are so 
much agitated when they come to me, 
that it requires a great deal of patience 
to find out their real state. 


The following remarks of one of the 
Christian Negroes form a simple and 
forcible illustration of the Apostle’s 
words—I was alive, without the law, 
once; but, when the commandment 
came, sin revived, and I died :— 


Yesterday morning,when you preach, 
you show we that the law be our school- 
master to bring us to Christ. You talk 
about the Ten Commandments. You 
begin at the First, and me say to my- 
self, “ Me guilty !’—the Second : “ Me 
guilty !”—the Third : “ Me guilty !”— 
the Fourth: “ Me guilty !” —the Fifth: 
« Me guilty !”—then you say the Sixth 
—Thou shalt not kill. Mesay, “ Ah! 
me no guilty! me never kill some per- 
son.” You say, “I suppose plenty 


people live here, who say—* Me no 
cuilty of that!’ Me say again in my 
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heart, “Ah! me no guilty.” Then 
you say, “ Did you never hate any per- 
son?—Did you never wish that such a 
person, such a man, or such a woman, 
was dead ?”—-Massa, you talk plenty 
about that; and what I feel that time I 
can’t tell you. I talk in my heart, and 
say, “ Me the same person!” My heart 
begin to beat—me want to cry—my 
heart heave so much me don’t know 
what todo. Massa, me think me kill 
TEN people before breakfast! I never 
think I so bad. Afterward you talk 
about the Lord Jesus Christ, how he 
take all our sin. J think I stand the 
same like a person that have a big stone 
upon him head, and can’t walk—want 
to fall down. O Massa! I have trouble 
too much—lI no sleep all night. (Wept 
much.) I hope the Lord Jesus Christ 
will take my sins from me. Suppose 
he no save me, I shall go to hell for 
ever. 


Every sincere and watchful Christian 
will recognize his own enjoyments and 
conflicts, in the following declarations 
of a Negro woman :— 


A woman said, “ First time when L 
begin to pray, and when I see all bad 
things, I go plenty times to pray to the 
Lord Jesus Christ to pardon all my 
sins; and then I feel glad very much, 
because Jesus Christ come into the 
world to save sinners, When I go out, 
I pray—in the road, I pray—in the 
farm, | pray—when I get in the market 
among plenty people, | pray—lI always 
pray. That time my heart live upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ: when I get up 
I pray—when I lie down, I pray— 
and when I see some of God’s peo- 
ple, I glad very much: 1 talk to them, 
and tell them what the Lord do for me. 
But, this time, I don’t know how | 
stand. Suppose I pray, my heart runs 
away from me; and when I get up 
from my knee, I don’t know what I 
been say. QO, my heart bad past every 
thing! I don’t think I live in the right 
way: I don’t know what to do with 
myself. O Massa, I curse, | lie, I thief, 
Ido every thing that is bad.” “ Do 
you really live in these things?” I 
asked. “ Me do them all,” she replied, 
*‘ with my bad heart: suppose the Lord 
no help me, J sheuld do them all with 
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my hands, my mouth, and my feet. 
But all of them bad things live in my 
heart, and that trouble me much.”— 
Here she began to weep, and the con- 
versation ended ; but not without ad- 
vice suited to her state. 


One of the communicants, who was 
sick, manifested a tenderness of con- 
science, which may serve to stir up 
others to watchfulness :— 


Went to see a sick communicant.— 
When he saw me, he appeared much 
cast down. I asked if he had any thing 
to say to me. Tears ran down his 
black cheeks; but he remained silent. 
I again requested him, if he had any 
thing upon his mind, totellme. He 
answered—* Them words you talk last 
Sunday live in my heart.” (The text 
was Rev. iii. 19.) “I went to Free- 
town, some time ago, and met with 
some of my country people, who live 
there. ‘They make me come to their 
house. I eat with them ; and they talk 
foolish, and I did not tell them that they 
do bad. I stand the same like one of 
them. My heart strike me, the same 
time; but I no mind that. Then them 
people do very bad—they curse, they 
drink, and do very bad. They tell me 
to stop all night. Ino like it; but, by 
and bye, I stop: and, O Massa ! what 
plague me much, is, I Jaugh when they 
talk bad. Next day I go home; and 
oh! how my heart strike me when I go 
in the road; and, when I come home, I 
get sick. God punish me for that: and 
since that time I been sick. Sometimes 
I only strong enough to go to church: 
but I get no peace in my heart, when I 
hear the word of God. All is against 
me.” Here he began to weep again; 
and I perceived that his illness was 
caused by grief. I tried to point out to 
him the tenderness of the father, after 
having punished his child; and that 
our heavenly Father, in like manner, 
mercifully, through the Saviour’s merits, 
receives his children, and forgives their 
backslidings freely. 

——— 
Episcopal Acts. 

Ar a special ordination, held on the 
10th April, 1822, at the chapel in Pine- 
ville, by the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, 
the Rey. D. J. Campbell was admitted 
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to the holy order of Priests. Morning 
Prayer having been read by the Rev. 
Mr. Fschudy, of St. John’s, Berkley, an 
appropriate sermon was delivered by 
the Bishop. The Rev. Mr. Delaveaux, 
Rector of St. Matthew’s, and the Rev. 
Mr. Lance, Rector of Prince-George, 
Winyaw, also were present, and assist- 
ed in the solemnities of the day. The Bi- 
shop, at the same time and place, admi- 
nistered the holy rite of confirmation. 

On Sunday, the 19th of May, 1822, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Moore held an 
ordination at Walker’s Church, Albe- 
marle county, Virginia, and admitted 
the Rev. Edward R. Lippit, Herbert 
Marshall, J.J. Robertson, to the holy 
order of Priests, and Mr. Charles H. 
Page, to the holy order of Deacons.— 
Repertory. -- 

Episcopal Church in Natchez. 

Ar a meeting of the subscribers toa 
fand for the erection of an Episcopal 
Church, and the permanent support of 
an Episcopal clergyman in the city of 
Natchez, held at the court-house, in the 
city of Natchez, on the 26th of March, 
1822, Bela Metcalfe, Esq. was called to 
the chair, and John Baynton, Esq. ap- 
pointed secretary; when a number of 
rules and regulations were. adopted, 
with the view to the erection and main- 
tenance of an Episcepal Church in 
that city. They appointed eleven trus- 
tees to take charge of the real estate of 
the Church, with power also to invite a 
clergyman to settle among them ; and 
a building committee of five, with power 
to select a site, and proceed in the erec- 
tion of a suitable edifice ; and also ano- 
ther committee of five, whose duty it is 
to solicit subscriptions, and otherwise 
to advance the interests of the Church. 

Nine thousand dollars were sub- 
scribed on the first morning. On the se 
cond_ the subscriptions were increased 
to between 11 and $ 12,000. 

We most cordially wish success to 
these our brethren in the west. 


Church at Washington, N. Carolina. 

Tue corner stone of a new Episco- 

al Church was laid on the 29th of 

May, 1822, at Washington, North-Ca- 

rolina, with appropriate religious cere- 

monies, by the Rev. Richard 8. Mason. 
Rector of Christ Church, Newhbern. 
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Obituary Notice. 

Diep, on the 10th June, 1822, at 
Newtown, Connecticut, the Rev. David 
Botsford, aged about 26 years, lately of- 
ficiating in Wallingford. He died, as 
he lived, a Christian. ‘The evening of 
his life was net cold and cheerless. The 
God whom he had served forsook him 
not in his lingering illness ; and, at the 
awful moment of dissolution, he went to 
the eternal world in the spirit of sub- 
mission, and with the hope and pros- 
pect of a blessed immortality. He had 
been a student in the Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and was recently admitted, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell, to 
the holy order of Deacons. The fol- 
lowing vote of his late associates, is ex- 
pressive of the estimation in which he 
was held by them :— 

New-York, June 26th, 1822. 

The students of the General Seminary 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
having heard, with deep regret, of the 
premature death of their late fellow- 
member, the Rey. David Botsford, do 
hereby express the high respect they 
entertained for his piety and worth. 

And in testimony thereof, do resolve 
to, wear the usual badge of mourning for 
the space of thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of 
this meeting be published in the Church- 
man’s Magazine, and the Christian 
Journal. L. B. HULL, Chairman. 
A. L. Converse, Secretary. 

From the Dublin Patriot. 

Death of the Primate of Ireland. 

We lament exceedingly to announce 
the death of this distinguished, learned, 
and pious Archprelate. His grace died 
at half past eight o’clock, on Monday 
evening, 6th of May, 1822, at his 
wrace’s temporary residence, in Lon- 
don. It is not a little remarkable, that 
the late Archbishop of Cashel died in 
Dublin on the same evening, and that 
there was but a quarter of an hour be- 
tween the decease of the two Archbi- 
shops. His grace the Lord Primate 
was the Right Hon. William Stuart, 
D. D. He was Archbishop of Armagh, 
and Primate of all Ireland, Prelate of 
the Most Illustrious Order of St. Pa- 

trick, a Comnzissioner of the Board of 


{No. 7. 


Excise, Vice-President of the Associa- 
tion for discountenancing Vice, a Trus- 
tee of the Linen Manufacture, and a 
Privy Counsellorin England. Hisgrace 
was great uncle of the Marquis of Bute, 
was consecrated Bishop of St. David’s 
in 1793, and Lord Archbishop of Ar- 
magh in 1800.* 

Lord Caledon writes, we understand, 
from London, in a letter received to- 
day, that the Archbishop of Armagh 
died in consequence of having received, 
in mistake, two ounces of laudanum, of 
which, when the proper antidote was 
administered, only a small portion was 
thrown up. This circumstance strongly 
tends to aggravate the poignancy of our 
regret at his Lordship’s lamented de- 
cease. 

It is confidently reported that the 
Bishop of Raphoe?t will succeed to the 
Archbishoprick of Cashel, and that Dr. 
Bisset, first chaplain to his excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, will then obtain 
the vacant See. Dr. Bisset, by his con- 
secration, will vacate the Chancellor- 
ship of Armagh, in that diocess, and the 
Archdeaconry of Ross. 


From the New-York Evening Post, 
June 25, 1822. 

Tue death of the Lord Primate of 
Ireland, (Dr. Stuart) mentioned in our 
paper yesterday, was occasioned by a 
fatal error in administering medicine to 
him. The contents of a bottle, in 
which, among other ingredients, were 
two ounces of laudanum, were to be 
exteriorily applied, but were given to 
his grace to swallow, by mistake, by 
the hands of his wife, who was his 
nurse during the whole of his sickness, 
and wko administered his nourishment 
as well as his medicine. As soon as she 
discovered that she had given the fatal 
craught, the scene was perfectly heart- 
rending. Despair, horror, utter mad- 
ness, shocked from her every mental 
sense, and soon produced a settled 
alienation of mind, from which it is 
feared she will never recover. 





* This must not be understood of a new con- 
secration. Archbishops are only of the Epis- 
copal order, and receive no additional conse- 
eration on their promotion to the Arehiepisco- 
pated C.J, 

T Dr. Magee, author of the work on Atone 
nent and Sacrifice —£d. C, J. 
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